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Tor His Friends

Thoughty and Reflections by
Bishop Robest N. Lynch

YEAR OF THE PRIEST

Pope Benedict XVI has introduced into his papacy a slight change from his predecessor. Pope John
Paul II loved to declare every few years something special, and nothing was more special to him than the
Millenial year or Holy Year of 2000. During his twenty-three years as pope, John Paul II twice declared
two special Holy Years. We used to think that he thrived on looking outside his window and seeing St.
Peter’s Square full of pilgrims. His successor, our present Holy Father has a knack for calling our attention
to something special every year also, but he prefers the Church to meditate and think about something
rather than go on pilgrimage. We will end this coming week the “Year of St. Paul” and immediately begin
to observe a “Year of the Priest.” The proximate cause of this special year is the 150th anniversary of the
death of St. John Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests, and the Holy Father wants to call all the
Church and in a special way today’s priests into a reflection on the priesthood.

Using St. John Vianney’s anniversary as a launching pad, the Holy Father is asking both priests and
people to reflect on the nature and meaning of priesthood. He asks us to look inwardly to check and see if
we are truly living the priestly life to which God has called us. He asks God’s people to look at their priests
as men who have sacrificed much to be at the service of others. And he reminds all of us that we are here
for Christ and for others.

It could be and should be a good year. God knows there is enough written and said these days
negatively about priests, and if one result of the Holy Father’s declaration for this special year is to
encourage the Church and its ordained to pause and reflect more deeply on both the mystery and reality of
the priesthood, that alone will be a great thing. I intend to use this year and its opportunities in a variety of
ways which I will make known in the coming months here. For the moment, I thank Pope Benedict for
thinking of a special year, and I invite the reader to begin a special year of prayer for your priests.

+RNL

This entry was posted on the Bishop’s Blog on Sunday, June 21st, 2009 at 8:56 a.m.
http://bishopsblog.dosp.org
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Farewell Father Rysgords

We bid a fond farewell to Father Ryszard
here at Nativity. He is an exemplary priest:
dedicated, enthusiastic, compassionate, holy,
humble, and hard-working. We will miss his
spiritual insights, compassionate ministry, and
joyful presence at parish activities. Father
Ryszard has been an Associate Pastor here at
Nativity for the past three years. He is leaving
Nativity for his new assignment as Pastor at St.
Benedict Catholic Church in Crystal River, FL on
July 1%

We send Father Ryszard off with our love,
friendship, admiration, and prayers. Thank you
and God bless you!

You and your family are invited to
attend Father Ryszard Stradomski’s Farewell
Party at 2:00 p.m. in the Social Hall today,
Sunday, June 28",

Evening Scripture Study

The Thursday Evening Adult Scripture Study Program
will begin a 4 part series titled ‘FEAST of FAITH —
The Transforming Power of the Eucharist’. This
study will begin on July 16, 2009, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Adult Education Building. We will discuss the
Sacrifice of the Mass, the Real Presence of Jesus in
the Eucharist, the Preparation we need to bring to the
Eucharist, and Adoration - practical ways we can grow
in our devotion to the Holy Eucharist. The cost for a
Feast of Faith Workbook is  $7.00. For more
information, call William at 813-752-9312 or the
Adult Faith Formation office at 813-689-9109.

Prayer to-Saint Paul
For a Plenawy Indulgence o
June 29, 2009
for closing of the Pauline Year

Gloriows, St. Faul,

Meast zealous Upastle,
Mantyr for the bove of Chuist,

Give us a deep faith,

U steadfast hape,

U burning love for our Lond;

Se that we can proclaim with you,

“Jt is na banger J wha live, but Christ whe
lives in me.”

Felp us te become apostles sewing the
Church with a pure freaxt,

Witnesses te fer tunth and beauty
Umidst the darkness of cur days.

With you we praise God eur Father:
“Jo. Fim e the glony, in the Church and
in Christ, naw and forever.” Umen.

All things are
possible with God.
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Stewardship Spirit

6ratefully Sharing Our Time, Talent and Treasure

Stewardship Reflection:

When we gather Together....

Christ reveals himself when we gather for the Eucharist in the gathering itself. Jesus said that when two or three
gather in his name, he would be present. He really meant it! When we gather for Mass, he is present because he dwells
in each of us. As we gather together to assemble as one body, Christ reveals his presence to us in one another.

Reverence requires us to recognize his presence there and respond to it. That is why hospitality is so important
when we gather for the Eucharist. Hospitality is not just a matter of being friendly, it means that we connect with one
another in a way that reminds us of our bonds in Christ. | reverence Christ by asking Charlie how his wife’'s recovery is
going? If Mary’s husband died last month, | ask how she is doing. If Steve and Joan’s youngest child just left for college,
| ask how they are coping with the “empty nest”. | reverence Christ in those around me when | remind them of the love of
Christ that makes us all one body.

This kind of hospitality is essential if we are to enter into the celebration of the liturgy as one body in Christ. It is
not the responsibility of only ushers and greeters. All those who gather have the responsibility for creating hospitable
worship. It's the first way we show our reverence for Christ, who reveals himself in those around us.

Excerpt from “Finding Christ in the Eucharist — 4 Ways He is Present” by Lawrence E. Mick. July 2005 The Catholic Update printed by
St. Anthony Messenger.

Stewardship Report - June 20 & 21, 2009

Offertory $36,872
Parish Pay-On-Line Offertory 7,208
$44,080
*Corporate Matching Funds Donation 4,222 (4 Parishioners)
(Progressive Insurance Company) 48,302

*Please check with your employer to see if they offer matching funds donations. This is an excellent benefit
often overlooked by many employees that is beneficial to Nativity (you) and your employer. Verizon, Medco,
TECO, Bank of America, Progressive Insurance, PepsiCo, Publix, Pfizer are just some that may have these
programs in place.

Total number of envelopes 1177
Children’s envelopes used 124
Total number of Parish Pay participants 299

Forever Will | Give You Thanks Diocesan Annual Pastoral Appeal Update
For Nativity Parish as of June 30, 2009

As the 2009 Annual Pastoral Appeal drive continues; we are grateful to all 673
families in our parish community that have made a sacrificial gift to this year's
Annual Diocesan Appeal. Our parish has raised $ 191,099.00 in pledges or
35.31 % of our goal of $ 541,239.00 as our fair share for this year’s Diocesan
appeal.

Many thanks to all who have supported this year’'s Annual Pastoral Appeal. If
you have not yet made a gift or pledge, please pray about your decision and
make a pledge or one-time gift.

Your gift directly benefits those in need as well as our parish because by making
your gift you free up resources paying our goal that can be used here at Nativity
for ministry and services.
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Scripture Reflections

Mark 5:21-43
“Who has touched my clothes?”

A man with a dying child; a woman desperately ill for a dozen years. Listening to these
intertwined stories of miraculous healing, we know why the crowds were astounded. People, then as
now, find themselves in circumstances of great misery, and no one seems able to help until Jesus
arrives on the scene. Jairus, an official of the local assembly, takes a risk in presenting himself to
Jesus, who has already been labeled a subversive for breaking Sabbath rest. But when your little girl
is dying, you take chances. Jairus gambled on Jesus.

The woman is, if anything, more desperate still. She’s lived more than a decade ritually
unclean, unable to be touched by her family, unable to participate in the life of the community. Her
energy is constantly draining away in a flow of blood, and she lives like a ghost, pale and unseen.
Like Jairus, she clutches at grace when it comes her way in the person of Jesus. If she pays any
price for taking the risk, it is worth the hope of healing. People who dare to clutch at grace are not
disappointed.

Question of the Week: When have you seen grace save someone, when everything else failed?

Exploring the Sunday Readings, written by Alice Camille. Twenty-Third Publications.

Next Week’s Scripture Readings A Vocation View
Ezekiel 2:2-5 Many people need a healing touch.
. . . Open your hearts to the possibility that God
IT Corinthians 12:7-10 may choose you to be a healing touch as a
Mark 6:1-6 priest, sister, or brother.

If you have any questions regarding
vocations to the priesthood or religious life,
please call the church office at 681-4608.

Nativity Catholic School Evwollment 2009 - 2010

We are accepting enrollment applications for the 2009-
2010 school year in grades Pre K-3 through grade
eight. Additional information and applications are
I available on our website at nativitycatholicschool.org.
1= womework M If you would like a tour of our campus, please contact

ame N our enrollment office at (813) 689-3395, ext. 256, and
leave a message for our Director of Enrollment.
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED m( AT

NATIVITY'S CROCODILE DOCK VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

Thanks to the help of over 60 student helpers, 40 + adults, three fabulous Coordinators, an
outstanding Bayou Band, and magnificent décor, Nativity's Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible School was
a bayou bash! At Crocodile Dock, our 150 student participants didn't just hear about God's love,
they saw it, touched it, sang about it, and put it info action! Most importantly, children learned that
God sent his Son, Jesus, to teach us of his Father's love.

Putting their Catholic faith into action, families participated in our mission, collecting
children’s clothing and school supplies for an orphanage in Baghdad, Iraq. Thank you all for sharing
your gifts of time and talent and also for participating in our mission by sharing your gifts. We
appreciate your generous stewardship!

Nativity Nursery Newy

Due to a very busy personal and professional life, Kim Arrigo has discontinued her
work in coordinating the Nativity Nursery. Kim has been a tremendous blessing to
the Nursery during the past year, and a fine steward of her time and talent! Thank
you, Kim!

Those of you who volunteer in and utilize the Nursery already know James (Jed)
Hohlfeld who has graciously accepted the position as Nursery Ministry Coordinator. Jed
is not only well qualified, but comes to us with a great deal of experience in working
with young children. The father of two young sons, Jed comes with the added benefit of his wife, Patti, who
will also be helping in the Nursery! I am certain that Jed and Patti will bring their own gifts and talents to this
ministry.

The Nativity Nursery is located in Social Hall A, and is open during the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses. The
Nursery is available for children aged infant through three years of age, and is staffed by trained and qualified
parent volunteers.

You may contact Jed by E-mail or phone: Phohlfeld@live.com; Jed’s Cell: (813) 310-6227; and home (813)
436-9752.

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Faith Formation at 689-9101, or email:
Pam@nativitycatholicchurch.org
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Parish News & Notes

Meet & Greet Viet!
Our summer seminarian, Viet Vu Nguyen, will
offer a presentation of his journey of faith as well as
g excerpts from a movie about Cardinal
Thuan here at Nativity on June 30, 2009
in the Social Hall at 7:00 p.m. Viet was

seminary in Viet Nam beginning in 1992
d but was imprisoned for 32 months in Viet
Nam. He came to the U.S. as a political
refugee in 2005. Now he is in his second
year of Theology for the Diocese of St.
Petersburg. The parish is invited to come
and hear Viet’s inspirational stories.

Road of Hope: The Spiritual Journey of Cardinal
Nguyen Van Thuan is the powerful film that traces the history
of the president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace
(1998-2002) from his privileged upbringing in a powerful
political family to decades of war, betrayal and suffering in
prison for 13 years, all experiences which helped form his
singular conviction that Love Conquers All. On September 16,
2007, the fifth anniversary of the cardinal's death, the Roman
Catholic Church began the beatification process for Nguyén
Van Thuan. Pope Benedict XVI expressed "profound joy" at
news of the official opening of the beatification cause.

Please call our Faith Formation Office at 689-9101
if you are going to attend this event. Refreshments will be
served. We look forward to sharing the evening with you.

Baptism

We are happy to welcome:

Grayson Christopher Rocha
| who was received into the Catholic faith through
d the waters of Baptism.

Knights of Columbus

For information regarding the Knights of Columbus,

e-mail richardspinelli@aol.com or check out the
K of C website: brandonknights.org.

Married Couples

The car gets a tune up. The house gets a painted. The job
gets our every effort. But when is there time
to “brush up” on us? Carve out the time you
deserve and attend a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. Join us and discover
God’s desire for joy, passion and romance in
your marriage! The next WWME weekends in
this diocese are July 24-26 in Brooksville and
Sept. 11-13 in Tampa. For information call
(813) 270-7832 or go on-line at
www.wwme-tampabay.org.

7 OTTENTION!

Announcing: New Parish Directory

Have your picture taken for the new Nativity Parish Directory!
Olan Mills will be taking pictures of each family in August and
September in the Oakwood Room . You will receive one free
picture and a new Parish Directory. If you order more
pictures in August, you will receive a 1/3 discount off the price
of your order. Watch future bulletins for more information on
making your photo appointment.

Cleaning Crew
Nativity’s Cleaning Crew is looking for more %\Q
volunteers to help clean the Church and &
Chapel. Please contact the church office at @
(813) 681-4608. This is a wonderful Q}Q’
opportunity to help keep our church and chapel
beautiful as we come to worship and give
thanks to Him for our many gifts and blessings.

Ultreya - Cursillistas

The Hillsborough Southeast Ultreya will be held on Thursday,
July 2, at St. Stephen Catholic Church in Valrico. Join us for an
evening of prayer, song and fellowship. The Ultreya is open to
all Cursillistas and anyone interested in learning more about the
Cursillo movement. The Ultreya will be held in the multi
purpose room in the back of the church and will begin at
6:30 p.m. with a potluck supper. Mark your calendars for
another important date, Saturday, August 22. The St.
Petersburg Diocese Cursillo movement invites you to our
"Grand Ultreya" from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for a Pot Luck
luncheon, music, Mass and Ultreya. It will be held at
Hacienda Heights Community Center, 10810 Laredo Court,
Riverview, Fl. 33569 and will be hosted by the Southeast
Hillsborough Ultreya. DeColores!

Rachel’s Corner
“O God who wills not the death of a sinner, but rather that he
be converted and live, grant we beseech you through the inter-
cession of Blessed Junipero Serra an increase of laborers with
Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls.” Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

- Blessed Junipero Serra, Feast: July 1

Come to a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat and find healing and
peace for your soul.

Abortion AfterCare-Healing
813-631-4370 x 222
www.rachelsvineyard.org

Project Rachel
1-877-908-1212
eboe@ccdosp.org
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Will our children remain active in their Catholic Faith?

Becoming active Catholic adults is the best chance our
children have for lasting happiness. While we can't
guarantee they will choose to stay active in their Catholic faith,
helping them to understand and appreciate their faith may
make it more likely.

How can parents help?

Teach them to pray. Praying regularly helps develop a loving .4 "1
relationship with God. Pray in front of your children often and Y
invite them to pray with you.

Teach them about the basics. Use a Catholic source such as
the Catechism along with your Bible to refresh your knowledge of our faith. Then explain the teachings to
your children.

Teach them to love the Mass. A recent study found that a key factor to remaining active in the Catholic
faith as an adult is attending Mass regularly as a child. Make attending weekly Mass non-negotiable in
your home.

Teach your children to trust God. Let your children see your trust in God. Encourage them to go to God
with all their concerns.

Teach them to give. Going to Mass, being a good steward and observing devotions is important, but
being Catholic doesn’t stop there. As a family, support a charity or volunteer at a hospital or crisis
pregnancy center.

Teach them to love. Being Catholic is about love and our homes are where children first learn about
love. We must act out of love, teach love, and model love so that children will learn how to love
themselves and others.

If your children do not attend Catholic School, be sure that they are enrolled in our Faith
Formation Program. Registrations are currently being accepted. Forms are available on-line on our
Nativity Website and in the Office of Faith Formation (located inside Nativity School). Please contact us
at 689-9101 with any questions you may have.

Please Pray For One Another

Lord, hear our prayers for the sick of our parish listed below and for all those who are not listed, but in need of our prayers:
Adeline Sirna, Alvaro Delgado, Ann Ulbricht, Ann Walker, Anne Devonshire, Anne Hollash, Antoinette Cuellar,
Bill & Donna Reck, Carmen Cuellar, Carol Heath, Celina Sookoo, Charles Wiggins, Christina Kibodeaux, Christina Lopez, Clareen
Shackelford, Cody Wilhite, David Busciglio, David Carpenter, Dick Chanecka Family, Dick Kunath, Dick Riodl,
Dora Vasquez, Dorothy Mendoza, Dorothy Wayne, Elaine Grasso, Eugenio Contreras, Felipa Avitia, Fernand Rodriquez,
Geraldine Colon, Harry Alcorn, Haydee Cleary, Iris Alvarez, Joe LaPerna, Joe LaRussa, John & Nancy Frances,
John T. Devonshire, Jose Antonio Sanchez, Jose Gonzalez, Joseph Tomnicki, Josh Williams, Joyce Williams, Kathleen Shannon,
Ken Carpenter, Larry Chanaka, Leonard Almade, Leonard Hamilton, Liam O'Donovan, Lilian Pezzutti, Lou Preziosi,
Luis Dominguez, Lynette Washington, Madeline Konowicz, Margarita Fernandez, Marisella Izquierdo, Mary Ann Chotiner,
Mary Miller, Matt Huber, Mia Underwood, Olga Gonzalez, Oscar Colon, Peg Sura, Peggy & Bill Sanders, Peggy Bailey,
Philip Myers, Ray Mendoza, Ray Tornillo, Reinaldo Lobrin, Rita Rodriguez, Robert J. Fox, Robert Lander, Rosalind Liberti,
Stephanie Olson, Theresa Contreras-Romero, Tom Neil, Vera D'Arnault, and William & Bonnie Carroll.
Please note names will be left on the prayer list for one month. If you would like a name to be kept longer on the list, please call the
parish office each month.

Our prayers and condolences are offered to the families of the following persons who died recently, especially
Jesus Songco, father of Angelica Tablante
Joseph Mathew Korattiyil, father of Leela Kandarappallil
Grant to all our dearly departed eternal rest, O Lord, and may your light shine on them. Amen.
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Meetings of the Week

Sunday, June 28

8:00a Coffee & Doughnuts - SH

9:00a Hisp Marriage Prep - OR

10:00a Children’s Service of the Word - SH D

2:00p Farewell Party for Fr. Ryszard - SH

7:30p Life Teen- SHA & YS
Monday, June 29

9:00a Quilters - PC
10:00a Friendship Club Cards - AE

7:30p Hisp Legion of Mary - OR
Tuesday, June 30

9:15a Legion of Mary - OR

6:00p Life Force Middle School - YS

7:00p Meet & Greet Viet - FC

7:00p College & Career - AE B

7:00p Hisp Ensemble - Church

7:30p Hisp SCC Gathering - SH D
Wednesday, July 1

5:00p Theology of the Body for Teens - AE

6:00p Life Teen Open Shack - YS

6:30p Parish Pastoral Council - CO

7:00p Hisp Prayer Group - Chapel

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS

Thursday, July 2

9:00a Sandwiches for Homeless - SH B

7:00p Hisp. Bible Study - AE A

7:00p Nativity Prayer Group - Chapel

7:00p Boy Scouts - SHC D

7:30p Life Teen Band - Church
Friday, July 3

All Nativity Offices Closed

10:30a Al-Anon Family Group - AE

7:00p Hisp Youth Group - YS
Saturday - July 4

==

Facility Key:

AE = Adult Education Building
CO = Church Office

FC = Faith Formation Center
OR = Oakwood Room

PC = Pastoral Care Center

SH = Social Hall

YS = Youth Shack

Feed the Homeless

Volunteers are needed to help
make peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches on Thursday, July 2 ,
at 9:00 a.m. in Social Hall Room
B. The sandwiches will be distrib-
uted to homeless people living on
the streets. Please call Luann
Leahy at 659-0181 if you have any
questions.

Mass Intentions

Monday - 6/29
7:00 a.m. ¥Marion Nove
8:00 a.m. Carl Vogel
Tuesday - 6/30
7:00 a.m. S.I. Joe & Dee LoPresti
8:00 a.m. ¥Stan Tyska
7:00 p.m. ¥Elsa Palles
Wednesday - 7/1
7:00 a.m. ¥Mary M. Scanlon
8:30 a.m. S.I. Diane Kinnee
Thursday - 7/2
7:00 a.m. *Isabella Salvato
8:00 a.m. ¥Mary Ann Musella
Friday - 7/3
7:00 a.m. ¥Ralph Nove
8:00 a.m. ¥Mary Ann Musella
7:00 p.m. ¥Miguel Lazon
Saturday - 7/4
8:00 a.m. ¥Mary H. & Mary E. Wallace
4:00 p.m. ¥Clarice Monteleone
4:00 p.m. S.I. Ileana & Jose Contreras (Chapel Spanish
Mass)
Sunday - 7/5
7:00 a.m. ®James McWilliams
8:30 a.m. S.I. Nativity Parish Family
10:30 a.m. #Mary Modenbach
10:30 a.m. ?Rose Bissonnette (Chapel)
12:15 p.m. ¥Suhaez Marie Colon
6:00 p.m. wLaura Elias

S.I. = Special Intention

Respect Life Praise Report

Wow, what a grace-filled day today at the
clinic! Our counselors were able to connect
and dialogue with an abortion-bound young
woman and her friend, who then drove
away! As they left, they rolled down their
window, and hugs and smiles of joy were
exchanged all around! At the time this was
going on, another couple was engaged in
conversation with some other counselors,
and they witnessed the turn-around and the
accompanying joy. The Holy Spirit worked
on their hearts and they too left the clinic
and decided to choose LIFE for their baby!
The POWER of prayer was felt so strongly
there today as two little babies were saved.
We felt such continuity with all the people
praying at the abortion center but most
especially in front of the Blessed Sacrament
at Nativity. These saves were direct fruits of
the Forty Hours Devotion for Life put on at
Nativity; one of the saves occurred during
adoration and the other at the exact time the
procession was taking place. What a
beautiful illustration of the correlation
between prayer and action! THANK YOU
to all our people of prayer and to the side-
walk counselors! THAT'S FOUR SAVED
IN THREE WEEKS! PRAISE GOD!

Staff and Mass Schedule

Pastor: Rev. Arthur J. Proulx
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. James C. Lara
Parochial Vicars:  Rev. Philip Clement

Rev. Ryszard Stradomski

Assistants: Rev. Msgr. John Cippel
Rev. Raymond Rafferty

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Luis Zayas

Nativity Church Office 681-4608

Director Finance and Operations:

Robert Martin, Esq.

Nativity Catholic School 689-3395

Principal: Dr. Bernadette Kunnen

Stewardship & Advancement 657-9787

Director: Tina Sullivan

Faith Formation 689-9101

Director: Pamela Emery
Religious Education - Baptism to Grade 5 and
Adult Education

Director: Vicki Hawkins
RCIA, Junior High and Adult Education

Baptism Preparation 689-9101
Marriage Preparation 681-4608
Youth Ministry 689-4147
Director: Justin Lantz

Assistant Director: Ed Buckley

Evangelization Ministry 689-6244
Director: Sr. Jacqueline Hebert, CSC

Pastoral Care 689-2289
Director: Liz Schenk

Music Ministry 681-4608

Director: Dr. Carlos M. Vazquez-Ramos

Food Pantry 707-1523
Hispanic Ministry 681-4608
Director: Father Ryszard Stradomski

Job Hotline 681-7277

Parish Website: wwwnativitycatholicchurch.org

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00 p.m. (Interpreted for Deaf)
4:00 p.m. Espafiol (Chapel)

SUNDAY MASSES
7:00, 8:30, 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m. Family Mass (in Chapel)
12:15 p.m. Espafiol
6:00 p.m. Life Teen

DAILY MASS
7:00 a.m. (Monday through
Friday)
8:00 a.m. (Mon., Tues.,
Thurs., Fri., & Sat.)
8:30 a.m. (Wed.)
7:00 p.m. (Espafiol Tuesday & Friday)

MORNING PRAYER
7:45 a.m. (Monday through Saturday)

CONFESSIONS SCHEDULE:
Saturday in Church
3:00 to 4:00 p.m. and
5:00 to 5:30 p.m.

NURSERY SCHEDULE: Open every Sunday
(except Christmas and Easter) for the 8:30 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. Masses. The nursery is located in
Social Hall.



