
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Our Voice Is Needed Now More Than Ever 
On January 24-25, our parish will join Catholics across the country in sending a message 
asking our members of Congress to oppose the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) and retain 
laws against government funding and promotion of abortion.   
If enacted, FOCA would create a right to abortion far worse than the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. 
Wade decision. For the first time, abortion would become an entitlement the government must 
fund and promote. It will put at risk all the widely-supported laws that for 35 years have promoted 
women’s health, ensured informed consent, protected minors, ensured parental involvement, safe-
guarded rights of conscience and respected the desire of most citizens to not support abortion with 
their tax dollars. FOCA could also be reintroduced under a different name or accomplished (less 

blatantly) in a series of smaller efforts. Next weekend, you will have the opportunity to sign postcards to your U.S. 
Representative and two U.S. Senators in the Social Hall. Please plan to participate in this important event. It would be 
helpful if you would bring your voter registration card to Mass next weekend, as your district number will help to 
identify your U.S. Representative. The Diocese, along with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, will also 
be tracking each piece of legislation for future advocacy efforts. Please take time to learn about the issues at 
www.nchla.org. 

The Annual Pastoral Appeal is an opportunity to learn more about the ministries of our Church and obtain your support for 
these ministries & services which benefit every parish and the greater Diocesan community.             
What Does APA Support? 

Your APA donations provide the ability for our Diocesan ministries to:  
prepare seminarians for the priesthood and educate deacons 
give support to Retired Priests 
save unborn children 
provide respite for the elderly and their families with Alzheimer’s and dementia 
improve the lives of families in crisis 
provide a broad array of social services 
construction services support 
support evangelization efforts  
offer tuition assistance to Catholic school students 
support children’s religious education, RCIA and other Adult Faith Formation and the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute 
offer Youth Ministry programs   

As each one of us has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.          
                       1 Peter 4:8 - 10 

Annual Pastoral Appeal  
                        2009 APA Goal for Nativity Parish   $ 541,239.00 

Diocesan Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 

Stewardship Spirit 
 

Stewardship Report - January 10 & 11, 2009 
Offertory $39,354 
Parish Pay-On-Line Offertory 7,509 
Total Offertory $46,863 
 

Total Number of Envelopes Used 1,394 
Children’s Envelopes Used 159 
Total Number of Parish Pay Participants 295 
 

 
Stewardship Reflection 

 
Today’s responsorial psalm is the theme song of 
the good steward: “Here am I, Lord; I come to 
do your will.” May I, too, stand ready to offer 
myself and my gifts in the service of God. 
(See Psalm 40) 
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Stewardship Spirit 
Gratefully Sharing Your Time, Talent & Treasure 

Stewardship Reflection 
Our Baptism, like the Lord’s, is a consecration to 
service. The bishops’ pastoral on stewardship  
reminds us that “...there is a fundamental obligation 
arising from the Sacrament of Baptism that people 
place their gifts, their resources--their selves--at 
God’s service in and through the Church. 
 

Stewardship Report - December 25, 2008 
Christmas Collection $72,010 
 

Stewardship Report - December 27& 28, 2008 
Offertory $34,766 
Parish Pay-On-Line Offertory 7,509 
Total Offertory $42,275 
 

Total Number of Envelopes Used 1,100 
Children’s Envelopes Used 99 
Total Number of Parish Pay Participants 295 
 

Stewardship Report - January 3 & 4, 2009 
Offertory $44,844 
Solemnity of Mary  12,510 
Parish Pay-On-Line Offertory 7,509 
Total Offertory $64,863 
 

Total Number of Envelopes Used 1,285 
Children’s Envelopes Used 110 
Total Number of Parish Pay Participants 295 
 

Children’s Stewardship 
Here are a few of the “good deeds” from the children 
of our parish: 
“I read a story to my baby brother.” 
“I introduced myself to our new neighbors 
across the street.” 
“I shared my gummies and snack with my 
best friend.” 
“I drew a picture for Daddy when he was 
sick to help him feel better.” 
“I dog-sat my Nana’s dog.” 
“I helped my brother put his shoes on.” 
“I made sure the door didn’t close on a stranger at the 
mall.” 
“I said I was sorry when I was disrespectful.” 
“I helped do the dishes when the dishwasher was 
broke.” 
“I helped my Dad take down the Christmas tree.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in prayer  
for the success of the 

 
2009 Annual Pastoral Appeal 

 
We come before You, our loving and merciful Lord, 
 
Recognizing that You are the giver of all we have  
received and are yet to receive. 
 
We, your people, turn to You for strength and  
inspiration in our journey as one church, to encourage 
vocations, care for the troubled, and serve Your beloved 
poor, and nourish the next generation of Your disciples. 
 
We ask You to bless us with courage, generosity, and 
selflessness, to help us multiply our gifts for the  
salvation of Your people and the glory of Your name. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit to work through us to bring Your 
abiding presence to all those in need of Your comfort 
and strength. 
 
Bless all those who so generously contribute through 
the Appeal to improve the lives of our sisters and  
brothers. 
 
May our faithful stewardship always bear witness to the 
love we have for Jesus Christ. 
 
We pray with grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name and 
through the intercession of our beloved Mother Mary. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 


