
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

Scripture Reflections 
 
John 15:1-8 
 
“My Father takes away every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit, and every one that does he 
prunes so that it bears more fruit.” 
 
My mother was a great pruner of branches. This is  
especially good since she had so many of them: a 
household of girls and boys to shape and form. She 
had to coax the smart one to go easy on herself and to 
relax. She encouraged the meek one to defend himself 
in playground battles. She got the absent-minded one 
to look where she was going, and the hot-headed one 
to mind her tongue. The dreamer had to develop  
practical skills and the timid one had to grow wings and 
fly away. My mother knew that not all branches are  
created equal, but have to be pruned against their 
unique tendencies so that there’s not too much growth 
in one direction at the expense of another. And though 
the process of pruning can hurt like the blazes  
sometimes, the practice is an act of love. 
 
Question of the Week:  What areas of your life 
could use some pruning, and who is the best suited 
to take up the sheers? 
 
Exploring the Sunday Readings, written by Alice Camille. Twenty-
Third Publications. 
 

Next Week’s Scripture Readings 
 Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
 I John 4:7-11 
 John 15:9-17 

Invitation 
The Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Invites you to the 
Ordination to the Priesthood 

For 
Carl “Buster” Melchior 

On Saturday, May 16, 2009 
11:00 a.m. 

Cathedral of St. Jude 

Boxes Needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nativity Outreach Food Pantry is in need of 
500 new cardboard boxes approximately 12 x 12 
or something close to that size. For our  
convenience, it would be best if they were  
unassembled and with solid sides. However, we 
will take whatever you can donate. Just give us a 
call at 707-1523 if you have any contact who might 
be willing to make this donation. 
 

For the last four years we have packaged the 
canned goods we receive from the Letter Carrier’s 
Food Drive, May 9, as emergency hurricane  
supplies. Our volunteers make up between 400 and 
500 boxes, totaling about 20 pounds each. By the 
grace of God, we have never had to use them. 
 

At the end of the hurricane season, the food is used 
in our regular Food Pantry distribution, just in time 
for our Christmas distribution, which is the largest 
of the year. 
 

As we pray for the miracle of a calm hurricane  
season, we prudently prepare to help, if a need 
arises. 
 

If you have any questions or would like to help in 
any way with this donation, please call us at  
707-1513.  Thank you so much for your continued 
support. 

A Vocation View 
Jesus, the true vine, promised that if we live in 
Him we will produce abundantly. What are the 
signs of new life in you? Find ways to nourish 
your relationship with Jesus. (John 15:1-8) 
If you have any questions regarding vocations to 
the priesthood or religious life, please call the 
church office at 681-4608. 


