
   NATIVITY CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  

  News letter  
April and may  2010  

 

Nativity Catholic School recognizes each student as a unique  
child of God, and provides a learning environment that develops  

each studentôs spiritual, intellectual, social, physical and emotional gifts. 
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Dear Parents, 

 

We would like to thank all of the parents and students for attending the third trimester conferences.  These 

parent/student/teacher conferences affirm your childôs accomplishments and growth, and set the stage for future 

growth.  Teaching young children to set goals themselves is a skill that serves them throughout their lives. 

 

No doubt you were wowed by the tremendous student work that was on display at our annual Science Expo. 

The students beautifully showcased their talents and abilities in every area of the curriculum. The many 

activities and lessons they did in preparation for the Science Expo brought home the lesson that science touches 

every aspect of our lives. 

 

As we approach the celebration of Our Lordôs resurrection from the dead we are reminded of the rich traditions 

of prayer and liturgy that our Catholic church provides for us.  Please include your children in these traditions 

and help them grow in our Catholic faith. 

 

Spring fever is in the air and at Nativity Catholic School.  Please enjoy your children during Easter break and 

remind them that we still have lots of learning yet to come in the final weeks of school.  Have your children rest 

and come back to school prepared to finish the 2010 school year. 

 

Nativity Catholic School faculty and staff wish you a very safe and blessed Easter week.  I would like to end 

with an Easter Prayer for you and your loved ones. 

 

Glory and praise to You, Risen Savior, for You bring light to our darkness, joy to our sorrow, and the fullness 

of love to our reluctant hearts. Once and for all You have conquered sin and evil.  In the glory of Your 

Resurrection we have been set free from all that keeps us from following You. In this Easter season, fill our 

hearts with Your Light and Grace that we might joyfully echo the words of Your Holy Angels: 

He is not here in the tomb:   

He is risen! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Amen 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Bernadette Kunnen, Ed. D. 

Principal 



News from the Enrollment Office 

 

April 27, 2010 ï We will be hosting a New Parent Orientation starting at 9:00 A.M. in the Media Center 

  and will end at 12:00 P.M.  This meeting is for new parents who have enrolled their 

child/ren for the 2010-2011 school year.  Parents will receive a welcome packet containing 

information for the upcoming school year.  The packet will be mailed to parents who are unable 

to attend.   

 

May 1, 2010----We invite 3 & 4 year olds who are not currently enrolled in Nativity Catholic School to                      

experience pre-school with us.  Learn about our curriculum which includes Bible Stories, 

Kindergarten Readiness, Physical Education, Music, Art, Spanish, and Computer.  Tours offered 

to parents while children experience school.  The morning will start at 9:30 A.M. and end at 

11:00 A.M.  Local Childrenôs Author, Irene Buggy, will be reading and offering a book signing 

during this event. 

 

For additional information please contact the Enrollment Office (813) 689-3395 or 

enrollment@nativitycatholicschool.org 

 

 

We Really Went Overboard! 

 
Our entire school is ñswimmingò in knowledge about the underwater world that covers so much 

of our planet!  Over the past six months students have ñimmersedò themselves in learning that 

has spanned every area of our 

curriculum.  It is amazing to watch 

science, art, and math all converge 

in a geometry based stained-glass 

on undersea creatures.  The lab 

experiments and made-to-scale 

models of creatures and the ocean 

floor are truly amazing.  Did you 

know that there is such a thing as an 

underwater lake? One grade got into 

the underwater is such a big way 

that their creations were too big to 

hang anywhere except from large 

regions of the ceiling!   

Just like the ocean, our school 

overflows with sea creatures that 

inspire students to write original psalms of praise just like David did.  Students even play shark-

and-minnow games on the playground.  Thereôs no doubt about itðNativityôs students really 

ñdoveò into this yearôs Science Expo theme. With all this new knowledge, going to the beach or 

out on a boat ride this summer will be even better than before! 

 

Marie Clark 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
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Making School a Priority  
With spring right around the corner, it can be hard to keep children focused 

on learning. What can you do to make school a top priority for your kids? 
Keep these simple ideas in mind; they are useful at any time of the year. 
 

Make attendance job #1. Let your child/children know that unless they are 
sick, they must go to school. Try to schedule routine dentist and doctor 

appointments after school hours. If possible, take family vacations during 

school breaks. 
 

Show you care. Do you want your children to know that you are interested in their learning? Talk about their school 
activities and projects. Attend as many school events as you can. If homework and after school activities conflict, speak 

up: ñI know you have baseball practice this evening, but homework comes first. After you finish, Iôll take you to 

practice.ò 
 

Keep it upbeat. Try to set a positive example for your children, even when your own day has been difficult. Instead of 

saying, ñI had a hard day at work. Iôll never get my project done,ò try ñWork was hard today, but I made some progress on 
my project.ò If you show a positive attitude about your work, your youngsters may feel better about their own projects. 
 

Help your child begin their day. Create a morning checklist with your child. Remind your child to use the checklist each 

day so they begin their day well prepared for success.  A few examples for your morning checklist: 

 proper school uniform ï dress for success! 

 homework in backpack ï ñwell begun is half doneò 

 lunch box or lunch money ï feed the body, feed the mind, feed the spirit 

 PE uniform & tennis shoes ï an active mind in an active body 

These simple ideas will  help your child stay focused during this last trimester of school. 
 

Happy Spring!  

Mrs. Therese Alonso  

Director of School Affairs  

 

Guidance 
In the month of March, the Guidance Department has had many outside programs come to our school to help the students 

continue their development of social skills and lifelong learning. 

 
The Mendez foundation finished a nine week program in the sixth and seventh grades to help our students better 

understand their peers and themselves. We also had a guest speaker for sixth, seventh and eighth grades to help our 

students become more aware of how their studies here at Nativity are the foundation for their high school and college 
years. 

 

The third and fourth grade saw the ñKids on the Blockò, a presentation to help our students understand all kinds of abuse, 

how to identify it, how to identify poor behavior by others including peers and how to handle abuse before it gets out of 
control. 

 

In April, we have a Mendez program for kindergarten and first grade on how to better understand drug abuse and peer 
pressure. This will be in Social Hall A & B on April 19 from 1:15-1:45 pm. 

 

Over the summer itôs important to work on academics skills,  but your childrenôs social and spiritual development are also 
just as important as academic skills. I hope you enjoy quality time together. Remember, we parents are the primary 

educators of our children. 

 

We are working on improving our ETE committee. If you would like to find out more about ETE, please contact me in the 
school office for more information. ETE is a parenting group that helps parents overcome obstacles in their childrenôs life. 

We will be sending out a survey in April to ask parents what areas of parenting they would most appreciate learning 

about.  

 

 

Ron Merrill  - School Counselor 



From the Stewardship & Advancement Office  

 
 
 

Of One Heart Campaign Update 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Together we made history on 

Saturday, March 27, 2010 as we 

broke ground for the Msgr. Lara 
Youth Center and Sr. Irene St. 

Jean Gymnasium. Stay updated 

by checking our website and the 
live webcam as construction 

continues. Remember your 

support, prayers and fulfilling 
your pledge commitments are 

making this possible.                                                                                          
 
 

Thanks to the Booster Club for a true Fun Run/Walk. 

Sr. Jackie, Dr. Kunnen with Andrew Garateix and  

Sr. Pauline. 

Msgr. Lara and Fr. Proulx 


