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Dear Parents, 

 

We would like to thank all of the parents and students for attending the third trimester conferences.  These 

parent/student/teacher conferences affirm your childôs accomplishments and growth, and set the stage for future 

growth.  Teaching young children to set goals themselves is a skill that serves them throughout their lives. 

 

No doubt you were wowed by the tremendous student work that was on display at our annual Science Expo. 

The students beautifully showcased their talents and abilities in every area of the curriculum. The many 

activities and lessons they did in preparation for the Science Expo brought home the lesson that science touches 

every aspect of our lives. 

 

As we approach the celebration of Our Lordôs resurrection from the dead we are reminded of the rich traditions 

of prayer and liturgy that our Catholic church provides for us.  Please include your children in these traditions 

and help them grow in our Catholic faith. 

 

Spring fever is in the air and at Nativity Catholic School.  Please enjoy your children during Easter break and 

remind them that we still have lots of learning yet to come in the final weeks of school.  Have your children rest 

and come back to school prepared to finish the 2010 school year. 

 

Nativity Catholic School faculty and staff wish you a very safe and blessed Easter week.  I would like to end 

with an Easter Prayer for you and your loved ones. 

 

Glory and praise to You, Risen Savior, for You bring light to our darkness, joy to our sorrow, and the fullness 

of love to our reluctant hearts. Once and for all You have conquered sin and evil.  In the glory of Your 

Resurrection we have been set free from all that keeps us from following You. In this Easter season, fill our 

hearts with Your Light and Grace that we might joyfully echo the words of Your Holy Angels: 

He is not here in the tomb:   

He is risen! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Amen 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Bernadette Kunnen, Ed. D. 

Principal 



News from the Enrollment Office 

 

April 27, 2010 ï We will be hosting a New Parent Orientation starting at 9:00 A.M. in the Media Center 

  and will end at 12:00 P.M.  This meeting is for new parents who have enrolled their 

child/ren for the 2010-2011 school year.  Parents will receive a welcome packet containing 

information for the upcoming school year.  The packet will be mailed to parents who are unable 

to attend.   

 

May 1, 2010----We invite 3 & 4 year olds who are not currently enrolled in Nativity Catholic School to                      

experience pre-school with us.  Learn about our curriculum which includes Bible Stories, 

Kindergarten Readiness, Physical Education, Music, Art, Spanish, and Computer.  Tours offered 

to parents while children experience school.  The morning will start at 9:30 A.M. and end at 

11:00 A.M.  Local Childrenôs Author, Irene Buggy, will be reading and offering a book signing 

during this event. 

 

For additional information please contact the Enrollment Office (813) 689-3395 or 

enrollment@nativitycatholicschool.org 

 

 

We Really Went Overboard! 

 
Our entire school is ñswimmingò in knowledge about the underwater world that covers so much 

of our planet!  Over the past six months students have ñimmersedò themselves in learning that 

has spanned every area of our 

curriculum.  It is amazing to watch 

science, art, and math all converge 

in a geometry based stained-glass 

on undersea creatures.  The lab 

experiments and made-to-scale 

models of creatures and the ocean 

floor are truly amazing.  Did you 

know that there is such a thing as an 

underwater lake? One grade got into 

the underwater is such a big way 

that their creations were too big to 

hang anywhere except from large 

regions of the ceiling!   

Just like the ocean, our school 

overflows with sea creatures that 

inspire students to write original psalms of praise just like David did.  Students even play shark-

and-minnow games on the playground.  Thereôs no doubt about itðNativityôs students really 

ñdoveò into this yearôs Science Expo theme. With all this new knowledge, going to the beach or 

out on a boat ride this summer will be even better than before! 

 

Marie Clark 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
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Making School a Priority  
With spring right around the corner, it can be hard to keep children focused 

on learning. What can you do to make school a top priority for your kids? 
Keep these simple ideas in mind; they are useful at any time of the year. 
 

Make attendance job #1. Let your child/children know that unless they are 
sick, they must go to school. Try to schedule routine dentist and doctor 

appointments after school hours. If possible, take family vacations during 

school breaks. 
 

Show you care. Do you want your children to know that you are interested in their learning? Talk about their school 
activities and projects. Attend as many school events as you can. If homework and after school activities conflict, speak 

up: ñI know you have baseball practice this evening, but homework comes first. After you finish, Iôll take you to 

practice.ò 
 

Keep it upbeat. Try to set a positive example for your children, even when your own day has been difficult. Instead of 

saying, ñI had a hard day at work. Iôll never get my project done,ò try ñWork was hard today, but I made some progress on 
my project.ò If you show a positive attitude about your work, your youngsters may feel better about their own projects. 
 

Help your child begin their day. Create a morning checklist with your child. Remind your child to use the checklist each 

day so they begin their day well prepared for success.  A few examples for your morning checklist: 

 proper school uniform ï dress for success! 

 homework in backpack ï ñwell begun is half doneò 

 lunch box or lunch money ï feed the body, feed the mind, feed the spirit 

 PE uniform & tennis shoes ï an active mind in an active body 

These simple ideas will  help your child stay focused during this last trimester of school. 
 

Happy Spring!  

Mrs. Therese Alonso  

Director of School Affairs  

 

Guidance 
In the month of March, the Guidance Department has had many outside programs come to our school to help the students 

continue their development of social skills and lifelong learning. 

 
The Mendez foundation finished a nine week program in the sixth and seventh grades to help our students better 

understand their peers and themselves. We also had a guest speaker for sixth, seventh and eighth grades to help our 

students become more aware of how their studies here at Nativity are the foundation for their high school and college 
years. 

 

The third and fourth grade saw the ñKids on the Blockò, a presentation to help our students understand all kinds of abuse, 

how to identify it, how to identify poor behavior by others including peers and how to handle abuse before it gets out of 
control. 

 

In April, we have a Mendez program for kindergarten and first grade on how to better understand drug abuse and peer 
pressure. This will be in Social Hall A & B on April 19 from 1:15-1:45 pm. 

 

Over the summer itôs important to work on academics skills,  but your childrenôs social and spiritual development are also 
just as important as academic skills. I hope you enjoy quality time together. Remember, we parents are the primary 

educators of our children. 

 

We are working on improving our ETE committee. If you would like to find out more about ETE, please contact me in the 
school office for more information. ETE is a parenting group that helps parents overcome obstacles in their childrenôs life. 

We will be sending out a survey in April to ask parents what areas of parenting they would most appreciate learning 

about.  

 

 

Ron Merrill  - School Counselor 



From the Stewardship & Advancement Office  

 
 
 

Of One Heart Campaign Update 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Together we made history on 

Saturday, March 27, 2010 as we 

broke ground for the Msgr. Lara 
Youth Center and Sr. Irene St. 

Jean Gymnasium. Stay updated 

by checking our website and the 
live webcam as construction 

continues. Remember your 

support, prayers and fulfilling 
your pledge commitments are 

making this possible.                                                                                          
 
 

Thanks to the Booster Club for a true Fun Run/Walk. 

Sr. Jackie, Dr. Kunnen with Andrew Garateix and  

Sr. Pauline. 

Msgr. Lara and Fr. Proulx 



 

Nativity Catholic School Spring Gala Celebration 
 Come celebrate Jazz Musicians, Cajun Adventurers, and Culinary Magicians. 

Experience a night of magic ɀ Unmask the Spirit  
Fill your soul with the spirit of New Orleans  

Saturday evening, April 24, 2010  

 

Class Basket Raffle - Each homeroom class has put together a themed basket that will 

be raffled off the evening of the Gala. The students and adults will have an opportunity 

to purchase as many raffle tickets as they wish for the baskets of their choice. We sell 

tickets the night of the gala until the baskets are raffled off at the end of the evening.  Check out all the great 

basket themes on the school website and Edline. 

Class Craft Items- Each grade level has personalized a craft item that will be auctioned as part of our live 

auction. These special items are crafted with love and are a favorite for our families. Check out all the craft 

items on the school website and Edline. 

Easel Items- Everyone who purchases a ticket to the Gala has a chance to sign your child up for the teacher 

sponsored Easel item. Each Easel item provides an opportunity for your child to spend time with his/her teacher 

and a limited group of their friends,  from bowling to making pizza at Marcoôs to going on a fossil expedition at 

Paleo Preserve. Look for all the opportunities on the school website and Edline so you can plan ahead. 

A sneak preview of some of the Live & Silent Auctions Items- 

Many exciting live and silent Auction items are available for bid during the Gala. Our professional auctioneer 

will entertain & delight guests with items including a Tarpon Fishing Trip for 2, vacation Getaways, mountain 

bike excursion, autographed collectible sports memorabilia and crowd favorites including Principal for the Day 

and Dinner with the Pastor and more. It promises to be a fun action packed evening full of surprises.                                        

 

Tickets available until April 16, 2010. 

All donations to the Gala are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. 

Consult your tax professional to be sure your personal goals are satisfied. 

 
The Nativity School Scrip program is a way of purchasing regular items that earns money 

for School when you shop and it costs NO extra money to use.  The se are the  same gift 

certificates and gift cards that you would buy at the store ð you simply purchase online 

through a secure connection at www.shopwithscrip.com .  Over 250 families have already 

fulfilled their pledge to support our school. P lease check the Nativity Website for more 

complete information on this exciting opportunity!   

Itôs simple, three easy steps! 
 

1. Log on to www.shopwithscrip.com 
2. Sign up with enrollment code # A887D9E518926 

3. Order gift cards from your favorite store!  

ORDER SUNDAY BEFORE 6 PM FOR DELIVERY ON FRIDAY WITH YOUR STUDENT.  
 

Scrip Program Coordinator: ANGIE KELLY - AKELLY909@COMCAST.NET- 813-982-1063 

Shop With Scrip Enrollment Code: A887D9E518926 
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Media Center Thanks You! 
 

Thank you to all our wonderful 

parents,  students and volunteers who 

made our third annual Scholastic 

Book Fair such  a success!   Through 

your help and support  we were able to 

purchase 50 Spanish books  for 

LaVictoria and almost 500 books 

were purchased for our Media 

Center. Thank you so very much for 

your support as we continue to grow 

and update our reading literature, for 

the benefit of  all of our students.   

Mrs. Winter / Media Specialist  
 

Extended Day News 

 
The Extended Day students and 

staff hope that all of our 

Nativity families will 

experience the joy and blessings 

of Easter! 
 

As the cool winter winds turn to 

warm breezes, the students are 

again enjoying the outdoors.   

Playing basketball, playing on 

the equipment and just sitting in 

the shade to socialize with 

friends are among their favorite 

activities.  Everyone is grateful 

for sunny afternoons. 
 

The Early Childhood students 

are busy decorating our 

classrooms with their many crafts and art projects.   They are also happy to spend more time 

enjoying the playground. 
 

We are all very excited about the groundbreaking for our new Youth Center.  We are eager to 

enjoy more classroom space and the new indoor activities that will be available.  Our 

classrooms are always open if you would like to stop in to visit. 



 

Resource Center Update 
   

News from the Whole New World: The Resource Center  
Alleluia!  During this Eas ter season, we look to complete our first year in our redesigned Resource Center.  We are 
thankful for the numerous blessings that God has showered upon us as we reflect upon the way our whole new 
world has grown this year.   These have included:  

 Creating  a positive and welcoming environment in our  spacious classroom, and stock ing  it with excellent 
instructional tools  

 Working with our magnificent faculty and staff to witness their instruction, then springboard off of that to 
create meaningful small group sessions for students  

 Overseeing the marvelous services provided by our Title I teacher, Mrs. Baggs, and our Hillsborough 
County speech therapist, Ms. Schabacker  

 Beginning the Caregivers of Children with ADD/ADHD support group.  

 Facilitating a partnership with Hillsborough County Schools, ensuring that our students receive the 
appropriate services to which they are entitled while enrolled and assist in the transition from Nativity 
upon graduation with the assurance that they will be appropriately served  

 Teaching our students and finding the joy in helping them recognize the unique gifts each of them 
possesses 

Educating at Home Tip : Read to  your children ɀ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÏÏ ÏÌÄȦ  $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ ÅÎÊÏÙ 
the more relaxed pace of reading to your child.  As it was once described to us , reading aloud is analogous to 
ÇÉÖÉÎÇ Á ȰÖÅÒÂÁÌ ÂÁÃËÒÕÂȱȢ  )ÔȭÓ Á ÓÏÏÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÂÏÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ Á ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ  &ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÉÂÌÅȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏÐÉÃȟ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ The Read-Aloud Handbook  by Jim Trelease.    
As we look to the 2010 -2011 school year, we are praying for continued growth of our whole new world.  One way we 
will be doing this is to rename the Resource Center THE SUCCESS CENTER, as our goal will always be to help our 
students discover that potential they have inside them.   
 Enjoy both the excitement and peace that summer brings.  Read and laugh with your child often, and remember 
ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÏÆÔÅÎȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×Árd to seeing you in August!  
 
May our risen Savior bless you all,  

Mrs. Stacey Mulrenin   (resourcedirector@nativitycatholicschool.org) 

Mrs. Patti LetoBarone   (resource2@nativitycatholicschool.org) 

 

Core II Curricular Highlights 
Sports  Update  
The girlsô track season has finished with varsity placing 

second in the individual running events and third in the 

relays. Our junior varsity girls placed third in individual 

running, relays and cross country. 

The boys and girls tennis teams have been selected by our 

new coaches Mrs. Brady and Mr.  Merrill.  They are 

working hard to get some matches scheduled at Buckhorn 

Springs in the spring. 

The girlsô softball team has been selected and the season 

began the week of March 22.  We are looking forward to 

a great season. Check the website sports calendar for 

game dates.  
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     Ar t  w it h  Mr s . Pl esko  
                                     

 Wonderful News! NCS has selected two young artists who will represent both 

Elementary and Middle School division in the óYoung at Artô annual Art Exhibit 

to be held in Tampa at the Museum of Art. This yearôs select elite young artists are Amanda 

Ravins in second grade as well as Jacqueline Saunders in eighth grade.  Congratulations! 

            
The artwork will be exhibited in the Museum of Art for approximately a month.  There will be 

an Artist Reception Saturday April 24
th
 at the Museum of Art, 120 West Gasparilla Plaza from  

2:00-4:00. Each student artist will receive a certificate of recognition.  The exhibit is open to 

student artists and their families as well as principals and teachers. Congratulations art students 

Amanda and Jacqueline! 
    
                   A Great Catch 

 

Austin Yap and Shawn Barlaan proudly 

display a dolphin  named óTacoô they 

created with the help of  Emily Harrell,  

Justin Golabek, and Sarah Gregorich who 

are members of the Art Club for the Expo 

2010.  The dolphin is made from a 6 foot 

length tree branch with inflated balloons 

wrapped with masking tape .  Newspaper 

and tissue paper were used to cover the 

outside of the dolphin.  Taco is not a 

ópinataô.   



Upcoming Musical 

Performances  

òLost at Sea ó  
Wednesday, April 28th 

And  
Thursday, April 29th 

7:00 PM in the Social Hall 
 

òLost at Seaó is an entertaining musical performed by  
Nativity Catholic Schoolõs 6th- 8th grade actors. 

 
 

2 n d  An n ual  S pr in g C on cer t 
 

Wednesday, May 12th 
7:00 PM in the Social Hall 

 
The 2nd Annual Spring Concert will be performed by the K-2 Childrenõs Choir singing 

òBUGZó, all 5th Grade recorder players, Beginning Band and Advanced Band. 
        The students have been working very hard to prepare for these events and would like 

to see as large of an audience as possible.  Invite your friends and family to attend these 
entertaining musical events.  Any student who attends will receive  

extra credit in music class. 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

       S tuden ts  of a l l  ages  h ave  b een  b usy  
      in  th e  Tech  L ab  p r epar in g th e ir   
       S c ien ce E xpo  p r o jec ts !   Youn ger   

s tuden ts  lear n ed  ab out cor a l  r eefs , 1s t gr ade  w r o te an d  il lus tr a ted   
their very own ºOcean Animals» book, 3r d gr ade c r ea ted  th e ir  ow n   

ºP salm of P raise», 6th  gr ade w r ote  r esear ch  p aper s  in c lud in g gr aph s  on  
sub jec ts  like un der w ater  lakes , un d er w ater  vo lcan oes , e tc .   

W e h ope you  en joyed th e S c ien ce  E xpo during your child½s conferences.  
I t is  a  b less in g to  h ave  th e  oppor tun ity to  w or k w ith  your  ch ild r en ! 

L ove, M r s . P am  R avin s 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Core Subjects Curricular Highlights  

EC3 
EC3 is studying the life cycle of a plant.   We filled one of our  red wagons with gardening 

supplies; flower pots, potting soil,  flower seeds, spades and a watering can.   The other wagon 

was filled with sand.   We then  wheeled our  wagons to the outdoors and planted a variety of 

flower seeds in our flower 

pots.  Each little pot was 

carefully placed in our sand 

filled wagon.   Everyday we 

wheel our flower garden to the 

sunshine and water our 

plants.  You may hear us singing 

in the halls, òThis Land is Your 

Land, this land is my land ó....as 

we parade our garden through 

the school halls and office.   We 

are very excited as every little 

pot is now sporting green 

sprouts!   We can't wait till our 

garden on wheels is filled with 

colorful flowers.  

 

EC4 Walks Closer to Je sus This Lenten Season!  
  

Before the holy season of Lent began, EC4 celebrated Fat Tuesday by making Mardi Gras 

masks, listening to Zydeco music and catching beads! We also enjoyed a traditional Mardi Gras 

King cake. Just as the three kings searched for the newborn King, we searched for the "Baby 

Jesus" hidden in our slices of cake.  

According to the tradition, whoever finds 

the òBaby Jesusó hidden in his or her slice 

of cake will have special blessings in the 

year to come.  Even though there was only 

one Baby Jesus to find at each of our 

Mardi Gras celebrations, EC4 learned that 

we are all already blessed, because we can 

always find Jesus whenever we seek 

HiméHe is always close in our hearts!  


