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Nativity Catholic School recognizes each student as a unique child of God, 
and provides a learning environment that develops each studentôs spiritual, 

intellectual, social, physical and emotional gifts. 
 

PHONE (813) 689-3395                http://www.nativitycatholicschool.org                     FAX: (813) 681-5406 

 

 

 

Dear Nativity Family, 

 

During the month of November we said goodbye to a very special member of our school community, 

Sister Pauline Tremblay, CSC.  Our Heavenly Father brought Sister Pauline home on November 20, 

2011.  

 

As many of you know, Sister Pauline and the Sisters of the Holy Cross served our school community 

for 34 years.  Sister Pauline ministered as a teacher and later as an assistant in our Media Center.  

During her years of ministry, Sister Pauline taught many children who are now members of our parent 

community; she also taught several of our faculty members when they were students here at Nativity.  

Sister Pauline was known in the classroom for teaching her students how to get and stay organized.  

She always required each student to do his very best work, and would accept nothing less.  Her 

students also recall Sister Paulineôs particular fondness for penguins and her playful rivalry as her 

classes would compete in school fundraisers like Novemberfest sales! 

 

What you may not know about Sister Pauline is all the other ways she served our school behind the 

scenes since because Sister always shunned the limelight.  Through the years Sister Pauline covered 

thousands of textbooks for her students, repaired thousands of library books for the Media Center, 

made millions of bookmarks so each child got a new bookmark when he checked out a book to read, 

and always reminded each child to say ñthank youò to others.  All the while, Sister Pauline was 

modeling a spirit of service to our school community.  Today throughout the school, Sisterôs presence 

is found in all the handmade gifts she made each year for our faculty and staff as constant reminders of 

each yearôs annual scripture theme.  

 

As we pray for Sister Pauline, we also ask Sister Pauline to continue to pray for our Nativity Catholic 

School community. May we embody the humility and generosity in our 

service to the Lord as Sister Pauline did.  That way, Sisterôs legacy will 

continue to live on in our Nativity family.  I think Sister Pauline would 

like that idea. 

Blessings on you and your family in the New Year! 

 

Marie Clark 

Acting Principal 

 



× Pre-K3 through 8th Grade 
× A community of faith where God is 

honored 
× Challenging Core Curriculum 
× Kindergarten Readiness 
× Art, Music, Technology, Spanish & 

Physical Education for all students 
× State of art Technology & Science Lab 
× Before & After Care 
× Scholarships Available 

 

 
 

Prospective New Families 

                 Annual Open House  

                                                                 Sunday January 29, 2012 

                                                                 School Art Studio 

                                                                 Session One: 10:00 A.M. 

            Session Two:  2:00 P.M. ό{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊǎΩύ 

                                                            Each Session Will Include: 

                                                                           Presentation/Curriculum Overview 

                                                                          School Tour with Q & A Time 

Science Experiments 

Early Childhood Centers 

 Make-and-Takes  

 Classroom Presentations 

 Student Works Displayed 

 Enrollment Packets/Information & Process 

 

If you are unable to attend one of the two sessions offered on this day, please contact the 

enrollment office for available appointment times & enrollment information.   

 

enrollment@nativitycatholicschool.org or (813) 689-3395 Ext. 2256 
 

 

 

Currently Enrolled Families 
 
¢ƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмн-2013 school year please complete your  
re-enrollment form, attach the $175.00 re-enrollment fee, and turn everything in to the 
school office no later than December 1, 2011.  
 

If you are enrolling a new student/sibling for the 2012-2013 school year,  

please follow the directions on the re-enrollment form.    

 
 

mailto:enrollment@nativitycatholicschool.org


 

SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS ARE COMING!  

 
 

EC3 & EC4 April 17
th

 - The Early Childhood Program at Nativity Catholic School integrates music and 

movement into virtually every aspect of the curriculum.  The EC3 & EC4 classes will attend an in-house 

concert performed by Jack Hartman.  This field trip choice will enhance the spiritual, social, emotional, and 

physical development of the children. 

 
Kindergarten March 9

th
 - Kindergarten classes will travel by bus to the Lowry Park Zoo in Tampa.  This field 

trip choice will integrate the science curriculum.  In science the students will study living and non-living things 

and what their needs are. The children and their chaperones will be given a checklist of animals to check off as 

they see them and will be writing in their journals about their zoo experience. 

 
First Grade March 22

nd
 -Our first graders will travel by bus to explore animals that live in the water at the 

Florida Aquarium. The students will discover different under water animals and their habitats. Students will 

also learn what helps animals live in their habitats. These topics will also be integrated with the math and 

language arts curriculum. 

 
Second Grade February 24

th
   -The second grade field trip is a visit to the South Florida Museum in 

Bradenton.  It is a culmination of our science and social studies curriculums.  The South Florida Museum is 

actually three museums in one! There is a natural history section that explains the early history of Florida and 

how the land might have looked in the past.  There is an aquarium section where students learn about manatees 

and their habitats.  Finally, there is a planetarium section where the students can view a show on planets or the 

night sky.  How much fun can you have learning? 

 
Third Grade  January 24

th
 -The third graders will enjoy a live performance at the Tampa Bay Performing Arts 

Center.  This trip is the culmination of a yearlong study of excellent literature, marvelous authors, and exciting 

storytelling. Students will also enjoy a picnic lunch and discuss their favorite parts in the live performance. The 

Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center encourages children to dream, discover, create and reach to their full 

potential. 

 
Fourth Grade April 18

th
 -Fourth-grade students step back in time to immerse themselves in a rural Florida 

community of the past, taking back to their modern world a knowledge of the differences and similarities 

between their lives and those of children in 1898.  From home life to community life, students will experience 

the sights, textures, sounds, tastes and smells of 1898 through fun and exciting hands-on history! 

 

Fifth Grade TBD -Fifth grade will visit Enterprise Village.  Enterprise Village educates and inspires young 

people to value how free enterprise, business and economics improve the quality of their lives.  Students learn 

basic record keeping, various banking practices--balancing a checkbook, making payroll deposits, and planning 

a savings account. They also learn about marketing their product and providing excellent customer service.  Itôs 

a lot of work, a lot of learning, and a lot of fun, too! 

 
Sixth Grade April 19 & 20

th
 -The sixth graders will be visiting Natureôs Classroom for their Field Trip again 

this year. This trip includes hands on experiences involving science and social studies. Specifically we will be 

taking a look at the complex and dynamic ecosystem around the Hillsborough River in the northern part of the 

county. Activities include nature walks, river sampling, and compass reading. 

 



Seventh Grade February 29
th

 -Adventure awaits at MOSI for our seventh grade students.  MOSI will provide 

the students with a chance to explore the many different areas of science that they have been studying this year.  

Students will see an IMAX movie and do a dissection lab.  With so many different areas of science at MOSI, 

every student will find their area of interest.  Which one of our seventh graders will be future scientists? 

 
Eighth Grade TBD -Finance Park will offer our eighth grade students a different version of Enterprise Village 

that our fifth grade experience.  The eighth grade students are assigned a real life situation which includes a 

salary.  With their salary the students will have to plan a budget.  These true-to-life math and finance 

experiences really help students understand more about the way their world works.  Do we have any future 

accountants or financial planners in the class of 2012? 

 

Are you interested in chaperoning a class field trip? 

 

In order to chaperone your childôs class field trip, you are required to have the following information on 

file at Nativity Catholic School: 

 Level II Background Check which involves fingerprinting 

 Certificate of Safe Environment Training 

 Nativity Catholic School Approved Blue Volunteer Badge 
 

If you have any questions or want to check to see if you are approved to chaperone on a field trip, please 

donôt hesitate to call Mrs. Alonso, Director of School Affairs (689-3395 x 2277) 

 

We look forward to our upcoming exciting field trips. 

 

Therese Alonso 

Director of School Affairs (689-3395 x 2277) 

 
 

Therese Alonso 

Director of School Affairs  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The Media Center concluded its collection of Spanish books for 

our sister mission in La Victoria. Many books were collected and 
each winner of the raffle received  this lovely Nativity scene 

statue. Many thanks to all of you who brought in Spanish books ; 
we really appreciate it!  
  

 
Media students practice stewardship  this year. Students in Media Class will be 
ÓÅÎÄÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÁÒÄÓ ÔÏ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒ-
ÓÅÁÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÁÒÄÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÁÃÅȟ ÈÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÙȟ ÁÓ 
we celebrate the miraculous birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
  



                                    

School Counselor ~ Success Center 
 

Notes from the S.C.õs (School Counselorõs Office and Success Center) 
 

Today more than ever we are bombarded with  the constant demands of society.  Consequently, 

parents are facing the challenges of deciding what they should do in order to  help their child 

become as successful as possible.  In response, the School Counselorõs Office and Success 

Center are teaming up to offer sugge stions to our parents  to ensure their children are 

developing holistically to their fullest potential. In each newsletter, weõll write collaboratively 

and share different pieces of this puzzle we call parenting.  

 

 Maintain open communication with your child.    Use reflective listening (òit sounds like 

you are feeling hurtó) without immediately reacting or jumping in to òfixó the situation.    

Ask your child what they think they should do vs. telling them what to do.    Guide them, 

offer suggestions and  help them learn to reflect on decisions.    Ongoing conversations 

also build your childõs vocabulary and foster a bond with your child that is essential to 

their growth.  

 Establish a daily homework routine for your child.  We realize life isnõt predictable and 

that different days present different schedules for busy families; however, children 

flourish when there is a familiar pattern to their daily lives.  Check Edline at least  once 

per week.  Beginning in 5 th  grade, parents should help and encourage students to check 

Edline independently and  record the weekõs assignments and assessments in his/her 

planner.  

 Foster a love for reading.  Include reading to and with your child as part of your parental 

priorities each day.  Make it an inviting and memorabl e experience as opposed to an 

academic chore.  Furthermore, model for your child the importance of reading in your own 

lives as adults.   Have your child òcatch youó reading a book, magazine or newspaper that 

interests you.  

 Teach your child to work throug h adversity.    Life is not easy and we all struggle at some 

point in our lives.   Help your child understand that all is not lost when you go through a 

difficult time.  Our faith teaches us that God only gives us what we need to draw closer 

to Him; encour age your child to turn to prayer in all situations!   

 

May God bless all of you throughout the beautiful Christmas season!  

 

Mr. Merrill and Mrs. Cseh, School Counselorõs Office 

Mrs. Mulrenin and Mrs. LetoBarone, Success Center  



 

     Art Teacher - Mrs. Plesko 

Where the presence of God is explored in the creativity of each unique student. 

 

 

Fall is upon us while Kindergarten art 

students carefully traced their hands to create colorful turkeys and practiced 

writing their name.             

 

                 

     

 

 

   What a great time to be tearing paper to create a Fall 

Leaf.    

              

 

 

 

 

 

         

 Second Grade students have devoted much time 

creating a leaflet with a drawing of their Guardian Angels on the front cover 

in co or pencil.       

 

 

 

         

                                                                            

                                                                                                                                        

 The color wheel inspires those careful artists 

in grade 3.  

 

 

 
 

 

  Students  are learning how to draw portraits 

in pencil.                                             
           

 

 



 

   Students create a design theme of Christmas 

on a paper plate. The center is watercolor / outside perimeter is 

marker with sharpie.  
   

 

 

  

  

 The students have completed a fine example of 

Hieroglyphics in addition to learning how to braid, and create 

tassels as part of their art project.         

 

 

 

 

                      

  
 

Art Students in Core II have been using their creativity and 

integrating their mathematical skills in Class.  Freehand drawings of 

Kaleidoscopes include the use of rulers for the precise calculations 

and correct angles for a successful art project. Students will also use 

yarn for bookmarkers 

          

 
 

PE Highlights  

 

When the gymnasium was officially opened, Dr. Kunnenôs 

husband wrote a sportsmanship prayer for Nativity.  Coach 

Callaghan and I have worked to teach this to the students.  We 
begin each class kneeling in the gymnasium praying the 

sportsmanship prayer.  This activity is two-fold--integration of 

religion into our physical education classes and working to 
strengthen our leg and abdominal muscles so they can kneel 

better during mass.  As you can see in the picture even our four-

year olds have become quite good at this.  We began having the 

students repeat after us the words of the prayer and now 
kindergarten and up can say it with us.  Our older students even 

offer to lead the prayer which is a witness to their faith.  We also say the prayer with the other schools before we begin 

our athletic competitions.  It is really nice to see all of us praying together. 
We have been involved in many activities in class--battleball, basketball, football, capture the chicken, Pacman, Snow 

White and the Seven dwarfs, and scooter activities to name a few.  Interscholastically, the boysô track season has just 

finished and girlsô basketball will finish before the Christmas break.  Boysô basketball is just beginning and will start 

games in January.  The girls will compete in flag football.  
The students are really enjoying the variety of activities that we can now do in the gymnasium. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Early Childhood:  Students are fine-tuning their mouse skills in various software programs and websites!.  They 
are becoming masters at clicking and click-and-drag.! 
 
Kindergarten:  Students are reviewing their beginning sounds, counting, logic, and typing skills in a variety of 
software programs and websites.!   
 
First Grade:  Students are practicing their reading comprehension in the educational software programs, ºCamp Tadpole» 
and ºMarty½s Family Reader».  Students read a short paragraph and answer questions on the story. 

   
Second Grade:  Students are developing their Microsoft Word and keyboarding abilities!  Students learned how to change 
font style, size, and color typing an acrostic poem in Microsoft Word. 
 
Third Grade:  Students continue to develop their home-row keyboarding position in various keyboarding programs.  
Students also review their math skills, language art skills, and recently completed research for an animal in Science. 
 
Fourth and Fifth Grades:  Students created amazing All About Me! Presentations in Microsoft PowerPoint.!  Students 
learned how to type in a text box, insert pictures, add new slides, and add pizzazz to their presentations with background 
color or design.  
 
Middle School:  Sixth grade students completed very creative newsletters in Microsoft Publisher on their 6th Grade 
Year.  Seventh grade Core II students completed a Photo Story 3 project on their summer vacations, Microsoft 
Excel spreadsheets, learning formulas, fill-color, and merging cells.  Eighth grade Core II students assist as 
computer cops delivering laptops to classrooms, completed a Windows Live movie project on the High School of 
their choice, and completed a college budget assignment in Microsoft Excel; learning formulas, fill-color, and 
summation tool. 
 

I am so blessed to have the opportunity to work with your children.  Mrs. Ravins 
 
 

Mrs. Springer helps  
Sofia Breton with a math 

activity  

8B Computer Cops  
Zac Saylor and  

Caysi Luster delivering 
laptops  

 
Vincent Cassella and Emilie 

Ulbricht are fantastic 
Morning Show anchors  



Life in EC3  
 

Our Farm Unit ended with a good oleõ fashioned Fall Festival.  Thanks to our parent volunteers, 

we made Muddy Pigs, had our faces painted, went fishing for bags of fish, tossed bean bags and 

participated  in Pumpkin Bowling!  Oh what fun we had as we filled our homemade farm bags with 

goodies from each booth.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November was a month filled with special 

memories.  We met our 8 th  grade Prayer 

Partners for the first time and together we 

made a Thanksgiving Mix that we donated to 

those in need.   Thank you partners, we had so 

much fun and look forward to future 

stewardship projects together.  

 



EC4 Welcomes the Fall  and Sends Forth Blessings  

In the northern part of the United States, the fall season brings forth cooler weather and 

color changes in the foliage as we prepare for winter and the coming of Advent.  EC4 has been 

preparing for fall with our visit Down on the Farm and our Thanksgiving Celebration.   

In October, EC4 students observed  farm animals, learned cowboy songs, and practiced line 

dancing.  We explored and discovered  how a pumpkin grows, and how through our creative skills, 

the pumpkin can become a jack -o-lantern.  As we lit our jack -o- lanterns this fall, we discussed 

the Gospel according to Matthew and learned that Jesus asks us to let our òlightó shine for 

others.  Being a good friend to others often means letting our light shine for others.  

As we jour neyed into November, we studied the history of our country, the travel s of the 

pilgrims on the Mayflower to Massachusetts, and the friendship that blossomed between the 

pilgrims and  the Native Americans. We learned more about being a good friend to others 

through our study and through our exploration of the Gospel.   

As we learned about stewardship, we also learned about expressing our gratitude to those  who 

have provided for us.  EC4 had the pleasure of receiving the wonderful gift of our new 

playground foundation from our Nativity community.   With thankful hearts, we have enjoyed 

our new playground and expressed our gratitude.  We send forth a great big  THANK YOU to 

the community for all their hard work.  As others have given to us, we in turn have been shining 

our light on those in need.  EC4 offered a helping hand to our Nativity Community that feeds 

men, women and children who are in need of a little extra food.  With thankful hearts, EC4 

created snack bags for our Peanut Butter and Jelly Ministry    to deliver to our community.  We 

are learning that giving fills our hearts and brings forth joy as much as receiving.  In EC4, we 

are letting our light shi ne for others.                     

                



EC4 says Thank You! 

 

 

Kindergarten News  
 

When you last heard from Kindergarten , we were swinging through the Rainforest. Since 

then we have blasted off into Space! Kindergarten learned about the planets in our Solar 

System. We remember the order of the planets 

thanks to a wonderful little song we sing. We also 

made an astronaut, a ro cket, and a spaceship complete 

with an alien inside!  
 

We will continue to learn more about Space as the 

year goes by. Be sure and look for our Space display 

at the Science Expo later this year!  
 

 

 

 

Can you name all of the continents on the 

Earth? Kindergarteners can! To prepare us for the 

story of Christopher Columbus, we learned all about 

the seven continents. Our òContinent Songó helps us 

to remember. We understood about the importance 

of Columbusõ discovery once we realized he was the 

first to òbumpó into the Americas! To celebrate his 

journey, we made edible sailing ships with the help of 

our wonderful parent volunteers.  
The Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria were delicious!  

 



 Wouldnõt it be great if children as young as Kindergarten could begin to establish a 

personal relationship with Jesus? They can! Did you know that Nativity has Adoration of the 

Holy Eucharist every Friday in the Chapel following morning Mass? The Kindergarten teachers 

talked to the children about Adoration as a time to gaze upon Jesus  with love and to have a 

silent conversation with Him. Fr. Rojas visited our classrooms and brought along his special 

òShow and Telló. We were able to see the monstrance up close and watch how it opens to hold 

the Holy Eucharist.  

 

 Each Kindergarten clas sroom has been over to the 

Chapel for Adoration several times. We even made our 

own monstrance to take home.  

 Autumn ends for Kindergarten with our incredible 

PowWow, singing at the Thanksgiving Mass, and finally, 

our Thanksgiving Feast in the cafeteria. T he three 

tribes will be happy to rest over the Thanksgiving 

holiday! 

 

 December finds the Kindergarten students busier than ever! We begin with the 

celebration of the Advent season and then on to Christmas! The KC classes will òtraveló around 

the world to learn how other countries celebrate the birth of Jesus. We will also sing with 

Fourth Grade at our Christmas Program.  

 We return in January just in time to celebrate the 100 th  Day of School! Kindergarten 

goes all out to recognize this milestone. January al so bring Catholic Schools Week. We look 

forward to sharing this special time with our parents and grandparents.  

 Bountiful Blessings to All!  
 

 

IN THE NEWS IN FIRST GRADE  

 
The First Graders enjoyed face painting, crafts, and playing 

pumpkin math games at  our Fall Festival. The children had 

LOTS of Pumpkin Fun when we carved out our class pumpkin. 

We even learned a pumpkin prayer.  

In  November the First Graders enjoyed  Novemberfest and 

dress ed up as Native Americans and Pilgrims when we br oke 

bread together and thank ed God for all our many blessings.  

We have enjoyed spending time with our 8 th  grade pray er  

partners.  We canõt wait to sing with them at our annual 

Christmas Program!  
 

 

 


