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Nativity Catholic School recognizes each student as a unique
child of God, and provides a learning environment that develops
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Dear Parents,

What a blessed year we have shared as a school family! Thank you to the manywplargeers who
generously helped to create the event s, activ

are hundeds of behinghe-scene tasks such ass#sting with crafts for the Gala, cutting and pasting dui
teacher help sessis, and helping prepare special events such as Chinese New Year parades and Kind:
coronations The list of ways our parent community supports our efforts here at schoaually endlessThe

faculty, staff, and administratioare so gratefil for that support, and thehildren love to see you here ¢
campus, as well!

During the 20022010 academic year we have been able to make strides inrassagral areathat continue
to grow and improve our prograat Nativity. Here are four Ighlights d the year:

e Under the masterful leadership of Mrs. Stacey Mulrennin and Mrs. Patti LetoBarone our Resource Ce
grown in its ability to serve our students thi
named beginning next year, we alsgin to bring the services of these teachers to the classroom, as well
Mulrenin and Mrs. LetoBarone will be familiar faces next year not only in the Success Center, but also
and small group instruction and enrichm#at occurs as thegam withtheclassroom teachers.

e We are thrilled to have begun constiag on our new Youth Center &ymnasium this spring. Because of t
generous donations of so many parish and school families tOftii#Zne Heart Campaignour timeline for
constructionwas moved up! This time neyear ourstudents will beable to enjoyindoor activities and P.E!
classes on those hot and rainy days of spriignk you for continuing to fulfill your pledges which are
necessary for us twomplete constructionThe dedication of the Youth Center & Gymnasiumscheduled for
December 4, 2010.

e Through Pr esAmreantRecQ/braand Remvestment Act (ARRA), Nativity was able to act
funding to provide a mathematitstor for student in grades&@who qualify for those services based on ITE
score/home address/teacher referral. Mr. Mike Power, who also works in our Extended Day prograr
certified mathematics teacher on campus via the Catapult Learning Center.

e We have added a comprehensive yeand dimension to our problesolving program to foster critics
thinking skills. This year Nativity Catholic School provided a workboo®ummer SolutionBroblem Solving
for every student in grades72 These workbaks are to be completed by students during the summer ant
become an integral part of their mathematics lessons during the first several weeks of the new school ye
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Annually all parents arasked to fillout a satisfaction survey. Thesults of he survey show that the pare it
community frequently noted the following strengths in our school:

e Our Catholic faith is reinforced in all areas, not just religion class

e Children feel loved and nurtured

e Strong academic program which prepares studentsdbrduhool, college, and the real world

e There is a strong sense of community in the school

e The faculty is experienced and qualified

e The campus environment is safe

e Communicatiorbetween school and parergsstrong

Following aresuggestionsnade inthe surey and changes made in light of them:

e A number of parents requested that the school calendar include a minimumddyh&lidaysdue to childcare
issues Next year there will be only 4 half days (as compared with 9 in past years). More faculty snestir )
now be held after sclab hours, as faculty hours have been extended every Wednesday of the school| /ear 1
allow teachers to meet and plan together for the ever increasing benefit of our students.

e Parentsrequesteccommunication from the officef the school counselavhen their child visits there so thi't
they can follow up with discussions at home. Next yeampaur timeschool counselor, Mr. Metrill, will have a
assistant to support with thfsllow-up communicatiorrelated to the great work Mr. &frill does with our
students.This person will also work with the ETE Committee and add dimensions such as Parent Book ( lubs 1
our program.

e Parents askefbr a bater understandingf the role of Reading Counts program in the school curriculum. | We
will add an additionalparent education piece relatedie goals/benefits of the Reading Counts program as | art
of our Back to School night program and throlghine

We joyfully anticipatenext August and the start of the 262011 school year. Grebtessingsare is store for
us in thecoming year! Meanwhile, we hope you will tatke opportunity this summer enjoy time with your
family and also taenewyourself inbody, mind and spirit through vacations and other formeelaixation
Know you wil be in our thoughts until we come together again on Augu8tat®30PM for our Back to
School liturgy!

Peace,

Bomeptlc

Bernadette Kunnen, Ed. D.
Principal

Congratulations
to the
Class of 2010

Mrs. Therese Alonso
Director of School Affairs
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Why Enroll in Nativity Catholic School?
Pre-K3 through 8" gradd

Nativity Catholic School Mission Statement
Nativity Catholic School recognizes each student asigue child of God and provides a learning environment ' nat
devel ops each studentdés spiritual, intell ectual, soci
Curricular Philosophy
Nati vity Ca tetriohed learniig®cehvoomrhedtsis founded upgba Gospel éachings of Christ; ibuilds
character and develops faifiied leaders of society. We utilize reseaizdsed theories in our instructiomhich guide us
to affirm the gifts of each student. Our learning environment is interdisciplinary, allowingallr students to expan
their ways of thinking, learning, and communicating using a variety of methods. We incorporaterteéapplications
of content in an engaging manner which deepens lystuder
Key Instructional Methodologies
Nativity Catholic School offers a strong blend of traditional and innovative teaching methodologies such as coc »erati
learning, brainstorming, discussion, role playing, direct instruction, experiential learningirifisldvideo technology
applications, discoverased learning, hands experience, lecture, guest/expert presentationslifeeapplications,
inquiry-based learning, and varied assessment strategies.
These methodologies are employed in the teachiray sgdiral curriculum. In a curriculum of this design, children | re
exposed to concepts and content at an early age; these concepts and content continue to be exploredesmien; -
level as children grow and develop.

Tour our school and visit outage of the art science and technology

For enroliment informationall (813) 6816939 or email nroliment@nativitycatholicschool.g

Duke University Talent Program

Each year Duke University conducts a talent search in the Southeastés. for seventh grade students. Through
the Talent Identification Program, known as TIP, Duke identifies seventh grade students who perform
exceptionally well on the SAT and ACT test in Math, Reading and Science.

This year we are proud to announce that seeral of our students qualify for State Recognition. They are Tina
Cassella, Matthew Oo, Christina Staffopoulos and Emelia Watts. Way to use your brains, seventh graders!
For more information about this program please visitwww.tip.duke.edu.

Positive Parenting Tips for Summer

For 180 days a year, school counselors work with students on how to express their feelings in appropriate ways, how
to deal with their anger and how to cope with stressful situations. But what happens when school is not in session,

especially duringtheex t ended summer break? As a parent, you are the mc
lives, and how you work through family issues can have a positive influence on behavior throughout the family as

well as the school. Following are some parenting tips to work on throughout the summer months.

Sibling conflicts: Stay on the sidelines of sibling arguments (unless there is bloodshed) and help your children learn

to appropriately express their negative feelings. séktntmyn csec i
sentence includes phrases such as fl feel é because, 0 Al wa l
because you called me a name and | want you to stop. | am wi

Using the magic sentence re  quires practice and parental guidance. It may feel contrived at first, but if your children
and you get into the habit of thinking and stating your feel


http://www.tip.duke.edu/

of communication and decreases outbursts.

Encourage your children to |Iisten to other peopledbs magic s
understand they heard. I f they think they heard, 0Ybevensghoughl
you really are one. And you want me to stop, but I won't wuntil you do, 0 thel

again) until they get it right.

Discipline:  Children develop security, increased self -esteem and have fewer behavioral problems when in an

environment that provides consistency, rules, consequences, praise and positive acclamations. Consistency means

your behavior as a parent is absolutely predicta ble; this is key. To a child this me
store, Mom or Dad will Il eave the storeo I f you give in once,

addicting. If the slot never paid, no one would ever put money in

Having rules in print is important. When the child breaks a rule, the parent can point to a printed sheet and ask,

AWhat is the rule?0 This takes the heat off the parent as t|
clearly statedandreason abl e for the childés age, developmental | evel a
rules can be created with the child, which creates buy -in. For example: The rule might
p . m.When Marie tries to negotiate for a la ter time, the parent asks the child,
clear.

Al so choose consequences that fit when rules are broken. Col
your child not being able to see the friend for a few days. Missing a trip to the amusement park as punishment does

not fit this offense. Praise is also important. Look for the good in your child and praise it. Sometimes parents must

look hard to find something to praise, but you still should look for it. Also wor k to build yo-esternhi | ¢
through positive acclamations, such as fAYou know Billy, | I
because youdre you.0 Messages | i ke -estdem empecially wher they dreeuhepr i medmndi |

spontaneous. Your child always will appreciate them.

Parental conflicts: Two wonderful words can be used when your child wants to engage in an unending argument
with you or chooses to defy your authority. Odreamygpleare fnever:

Parent: John, please pick up your room and then feed the dog.
Child: But Mom, Sarah never has to do any chores.
Parent: Nevertheless, | want you to pick up your room and feed the dog.

By using these simple argument deflectors you can avoid the confrontation and negotiati ol
on the issue. These deflectors can be used to avoid arguments in almost any situation. In resolving conflicts at home,

especially those regarding how thoroughly your children have accomplished their chores, it helps to specify the task

while being direct and to the point. In this way, there is no confusion. You will have the greatest success if you keep

the statements short and direct, and you child will feel more successful upon completion. As always , don't forget to
praise a job well done.

Family meetings: At least one night a week should be set aside for family meetings. These should be open forum in

that everyone should have an opportunity to tel |l hunishordisepfnef
but rather to listen to your children's feelings and concerns and to ask them to listen to yours. Only through open,

honest communication can a family increase its positive relationships and grow together.

Parenting is hard work. There is no instruction manual for children when they are born. Therefore, we must try new
things, hone our skills, learn from and support each other and give ourselves a break when we have rough days. It
helps to have a positive attitude.

Remember these two ph  rases from Janet Lane and Henry Chester. Lane says, "Of all the things you wear, your
expression is the most i mportant. o Chester says, "Enthusias]
power and influence. 0

Trish Hatch, Ph.D., is assistant pr incipal, Moreno Valley High School in Moreno Valley, Calif.
Ron Merrill - School Counselor



From the Stewardship & Advancement Office

Giving is the highest expression of our power. Vivian Green
Stewardship is a leap of faith, an exercise in letting go and trusting in God. Our decision to move
O A TEZAOOUI A T £ OOAxAOAOEED AT A CEOA OAAOEZE:AE
but faith. How will our life and the lives of those around us be changed by our generosity? How
will hearts be changed? And how will the hearts and lives of people we may never meet be

transformed forever?

Of One HearCampaign Update

201 0-05-28 10:50:26

Follow construction progressover the summer

with the live webcamat the construction site:
http://remote.nativitycatholicchurch.org:8585/view/index.sht

Your syoport by completing your
pledge payments,or making a new
donation, pledge is key to the
completion of our new Youth Center.
Please continue to pray for

success of théOf One Heart Campaig

Spring Gala 2R&6ults

AL
¢ Nativity Catholic School would like to thank the many volunteergatrons, sponsors and
€ donors who generously contributed their time and talent to ensureour Spring Gala 2010
; ‘[‘5/ experience was enjoyable and the event such a success.
Zﬂz//u(y e \)(ﬂ//'z/

We are pleased to report he $75K that was planned in the school budget and $5,066r
the playground resurfacing projectwas raised Stay tuned to the website to keep up with our progress
Please join us in congratulating the Gala Committee for their great work.

Susan Maley Kathy Robinson
Angelique Becky Karla Gibson Lisa Montero Donna Rock
Ann Brazinski Lisa Ginaitt +AOET O *O1 EA /Dértsé SmiithA 1 |
Michelle Chadwick Melissa Goode Maryanne Ottolino Amy Stirna
Teresa Faiello Edie Lewis Donna Rayburn Michele Thibodeau
Ernie Garateix Amanda Magadan Emma Thoni

Summer Scrip Program

We will continue to fill Scrip orders during the summer.  ORDER SUNDAY BEFORE 6 PM for order pick up
the same weekPlease call 657-9787 if you have placed an order during the summer and need to pick -up your
order. Three east steps; 1. Log on to www.shopwithscrip.com 2. Sgn up with enroliment code # A887D9E518926
3. Order gift cards from your favorite store!  Nativity Catholic School families are required to complete at least 4
separate purchases during the school year:

(1) $50 of cards ordered by the first day of school 2010,

(2) $50 of cards ordered by 1 sttrimester conference,

(3) $50 of cards ordered by the end of National Catholic Schools week,

(4) $50 of cards ordered by third trimester conferences.



http://remote.nativitycatholicchurch.org:8585/view/index.shtml
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/

Fundraiser Results for 2009-2010

Thank you for participating in our spirit programs for the 2009-2010 school year! Below are the totals
for each program, totaling close to $12, 000. Your support by participating adds to the operating
budget of the school and continues to help keep tuition affordable for all families.

Westfield Mall - $1,500
The Cash 4 Class third place winner!

Box Tops for Education- $1,173

Nativity Catholic School will receive .10 cents for each box top collected. You can find

Box Tops for Education coupons on the following products: Big G Cereals, Green Giant
Products, Totinods LlIloydbés Barbecue Product s, ol d EI Pegso
Crocker Products, Pillsbury Products and Progresso Products. Continue to collect Box Tops over the summer
and turn them in when we return to school in August.
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Every Tuesdayfrom 2:30 to 8:00 PMduring the school yeamMar c o 65

donate20% of the sales back to our school. You can dine in, carry ol or
schedule for deliverylhank you to our school families for your support.

a0, Family Spirit Nights i $736
(g ?Iﬁ tok- A Chick-fil-A of Valrico will donate 15 % of our sales
-ﬁ«.ﬂ,& back to Nativity Catholic School on the second
Wednesday of each month during the school year
when you dine in or take out on these days and turn in your slip.

Target - $350 Every time ya use your Target Visa or Target Guest Card® at a Target storarget.com

Target donatean amount equal tt% of Target Visa and Target Guest Card purchésdgativity Catholic Schoollf
you have a Target credit card or Target Visa card go tdadhget.conwebsite and designate Nativity Catholic Schoc
I D # 4913 as your rebate recipient and weol | start r

Nativity Scrip Program- www.shopwithscrip.com - $2,927

Scrip is a term that me8MX EVW LW XWH PRQH\’ :KHQ \RX SXUFKDVH VFULS \RXTUH ¢ XUF
certificateandgiftcardghat are used just like cllsie.he Sripprogranto purchase everyidaynssuch
asfood, clothing, and other essentials, and with every purchag&fgmueanhool.

Ave Maria Spirit Night - $213

7TKDQNV WR -XOLH forQgénerdusly @virgbak)ZDd ©fGour purchases to Ave Maria to benefit [l stuc
Nativity Catholic School.

Recycling 2$268 \RXU WUDVK LV WKH VFKRRO:-V FDVK 3OHIVH
laser printer cartridges and cell phones to be recycled to earn money for the school.

Thanks to all the volunteers who worked the
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CONCESSION FUNDRAISER
at the Raymond James Stadium that raised $2 ,493.60 !

** \olunteer Coordinator positions are available for some fundraiser programs. Please Contact the Stewardship
Office at 657 -9787 over the summer months if you are interested.



