
NATIVITY CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  

  News letter  
June and July  2010  

 

Nativity Catholic School recognizes each student as a unique  
child of God, and provides a learning environment that develops  

each studentôs spiritual, intellectual, social, physical and emotional gifts. 
 

PHONE (813) 689-3395                http://www.nativitycatholicschool.org                     FAX: (813) 681-5406 

 

 

June 1, 2010   

 

Dear Parents, 

 

What a blessed year we have shared as a school family! Thank you to the many parent volunteers who 

generously helped to create the events, activities and celebrations that added to this yearôs experience.  There 

are hundreds of behind-the-scene tasks such as assisting with crafts for the Gala, cutting and pasting during 

teacher help sessions, and helping prepare special events such as Chinese New Year parades and Kindergarten 

coronations. The list of ways our parent community supports our efforts here at school is virtually endless! The 

faculty, staff, and administration are so grateful for that support, and the children love to see you here on 

campus, as well! 

 

During the 2009-2010 academic year we have been able to make strides in areas in several areas that continue 

to grow and improve our program at Nativity.  Here are four highlights of the year: 

 

 Under the masterful leadership of Mrs. Stacey Mulrennin and Mrs. Patti LetoBarone our Resource Center has 

grown in its ability to serve our students this year.  As we bring students to our ñSuccess Center,ò as it will be 

named beginning next year, we also begin to bring the services of these teachers to the classroom, as well.  Mrs. 

Mulrenin and Mrs. LetoBarone will be familiar faces next year not only in the Success Center, but also in large 

and small group instruction and enrichment that occurs as they team with the classroom teachers. 

 We are thrilled to have begun construction on our new Youth Center & Gymnasium this spring.  Because of the 

generous donations of so many parish and school families to the Of One Heart Campaign, our timeline for 

construction was moved up! This time next year our students will be able to enjoy indoor activities and P.E. 

classes on those hot and rainy days of spring. Thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges which are so 

necessary for us to complete construction.  The dedication of the Youth Center & Gymnasium is scheduled for 

December 4, 2010. 

 Through President Obamaôs American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Nativity was able to acquire 

funding to provide a mathematics tutor for student in grades 3-8 who qualify for those services based on ITBS 

score/home address/teacher referral.  Mr. Mike Power, who also works in our Extended Day program, is the 

certified mathematics teacher on campus via the Catapult Learning Center. 

 We have added a comprehensive year-round dimension to our problem-solving program to foster critical 

thinking skills.  This year Nativity Catholic School provided a workbook in Summer Solutions Problem Solving 

for every student in grades 2-7.  These workbooks are to be completed by students during the summer and will 

become an integral part of their mathematics lessons during the first several weeks of the new school year. 

 

 



Annually all parents are asked to fill out a satisfaction survey.  The results of the survey show that the parent 

community frequently noted the following strengths in our school: 

 Our Catholic faith is reinforced  in all areas, not just religion class 

 Children feel loved and nurtured 

 Strong academic program which prepares students for high school, college, and the real world 

 There is a strong sense of community in the school 

 The faculty is experienced and qualified 

 The campus environment is safe 

 Communication between school and parents is strong 
 

Following are suggestions made in the survey and changes made in light of them: 

 A number of parents requested that the school calendar include a minimum of half-day Fridays, due to childcare 

issues.  Next year there will be only 4 half days (as compared with 9 in past years).  More faculty meetings will 

now be held after school hours, as faculty hours have been extended every Wednesday of the school year to 

allow teachers to meet and plan together for the ever increasing benefit of our students. 

 Parents requested communication from the office of the school counselor when their child visits there so that 

they can follow up with discussions at home. Next year our part time school counselor, Mr. Merrill, will have an 

assistant to support with this follow-up communication related to the great work Mr. Merrill does with our 

students.  This person will also work with the ETE Committee and add dimensions such as Parent Book Clubs to 

our program.  

 Parents asked for a better understanding of the role of Reading Counts program in the school curriculum.  We 

wil l add an additional parent education piece related to the goals/benefits of the Reading Counts program as part 

of our Back to School night program and through Edline.  
 

We joyfully anticipate next August and the start of the 2010-2011 school year.  Great blessings are is store for 

us in the coming year!  Meanwhile, we hope you will take the opportunity this summer to enjoy time with your 

family and also to renew yourself in body, mind and spirit through vacations and other forms of relaxation. 

Know you will be in our thoughts until we come together again on August 15
th
 at 2:30PM   for our Back to 

School liturgy! 
 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Bernadette Kunnen, Ed. D.      

Principal                                                                                   

 

 

Congratulations  

to the  

Class of 2010  
 

Mrs. Therese Alonso  

Director of School Affairs  

 

 
 



Why Enroll in Nativity Catholic School? 

Pre-K3 through 8
th

 grade 
 

Nativity Catholic School Mission Statement 
Nativity Catholic School recognizes each student as a unique child of God and provides a learning environment that 

develops each studentôs spiritual, intellectual, social, physical, and emotional gifts. 

Curricular Philosophy  

Nativity Catholic Schoolôs enriched learning environment is founded upon the Gospel teachings of Christ; it builds 

character and develops faith-filled leaders of society.  We utilize research-based theories in our instruction which guide us 
to affirm the gifts of each student.  Our learning environment is interdisciplinary, allowing all of our students to expand 

their ways of thinking, learning, and communicating using a variety of methods.  We incorporate real-world applications 

of content in an engaging manner which deepens studentsô knowledge and instructs them to solve problems creatively.  

Key Instructional Methodologies 
Nativity Catholic School offers a strong blend of traditional and innovative teaching methodologies such as cooperative 

learning, brainstorming, discussion, role playing, direct instruction, experiential learning, field trips, video technology 

applications, discovery-based learning, hands-on experience, lecture, guest/expert presentations, real-life applications, 
inquiry-based learning, and varied assessment strategies. 

These methodologies are employed in the teaching of a spiral curriculum.  In a curriculum of this design, children are 

exposed to concepts and content at an early age; these concepts and content continue to be explored at an ever-deepening 

level as children grow and develop. 

Tour our school and visit our state of the art science and technology labs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For enrollment information call (813) 681-6939 or e-mail nrollment@nativitycatholicschool.org 

 
 

Duke University Talent Program  
 

Each year Duke University conducts a talent search in the Southeastern U.S. for seventh grade students. Through 
the Talent Identification Program, known as TIP, Duke identifies seventh grade students who perform 
exceptionally well on the SAT and ACT test in Math, Reading and Science. 
This year we are proud to announce that several of our students qualify for State Recognition. They are Tina 
Cassella, Matthew Oo, Christina Staffopoulos and Emelia Watts.  Way to use your brains, seventh graders!   
For more information about this program please visit www.tip.duke.edu . 
 

  Positive Parenting Tips for Summer  
 

 

 

 For 180 days a year, school counselors work with students on how to express their feelings in appropriate ways, how 

to deal with their anger and how to cope with stressful situations. But what happens when school is not in session, 

especially during the ex tended summer break? As a parent, you are the most influential person in your childrenôs 

lives, and how you work through family issues can have a positive influence on behavior throughout the family as 

well as the school. Following are some parenting tips to work on throughout the summer months.  

Sibling conflicts:  Stay on the sidelines of sibling arguments (unless there is bloodshed) and help your children learn 

to appropriately express their negative feelings. At my school, students learn to use the ñmagic sentence.ò The 

sentence includes phrases such as ñI feel é because,ò ñI want you toéò and ñI am willing toéò Example: ñI feel angry 

because you called me a name and I want you to stop. I am willing to stop calling you names.ò  

Using the magic sentence re quires practice and parental guidance. It may feel contrived at first, but if your children 

and you get into the habit of thinking and stating your feelings rather than acting out, youôll find it opens up the lines 

 

http://www.tip.duke.edu/


of communication and decreases outbursts.   

Encourage your children to listen to other peopleôs magic sentences and then repeat back to them what they 

understand they heard. If they think they heard, ñYou said you donôt want me calling you a frog face ï even though 

you really are one. And you want  me to stop, but I won't until you do,ò then they may have to listen (or repeat it 

again) until they get it right.  

Discipline:  Children develop security, increased self -esteem and have fewer behavioral problems when in an 

environment that provides consistency, rules, consequences, praise and positive acclamations. Consistency means 

your behavior as a parent is absolutely predicta ble; this is key. To a child this means, ñEvery time I throw a fit in the 

store, Mom or Dad will leave the storeò If you give in once, itôs like a slot machine that pays off. Winning once is 

addicting. If the slot never paid, no one would ever put money in .  

Having rules in print is important. When the child breaks a rule, the parent can point to a printed sheet and ask, 

ñWhat is the rule?ò This takes the heat off the parent as the bad guy and places it on the ñrule.ò Rules must be 

clearly stated and reason able for the childôs age, developmental level and emotional stability. In some situations, the 

rules can be created with the child, which creates buy -in. For example: The rule might read: ñMarieôs bed time is 8 

p.m.ò  When Marie tries to negotiate for a la ter time, the parent asks the child, ñWhat is the rule?ò and the answer is 

clear.    

Also choose consequences that fit when rules are broken. Coming home late from a friendôs house should result in 

your child not being able to see the friend for a few days.  Missing a trip to the amusement park as punishment does 

not fit this offense. Praise is also important. Look for the good in your child and praise it. Sometimes parents must 

look hard to find something to praise, but you still should look for it. Also wor k to build your childôs self-esteem 

through positive acclamations, such as ñYou know Billy, I love you because you're my son, but I really like you 

because youôre you.ò Messages like these really help in building self-esteem, especially when they are unear ned and 

spontaneous. Your child always will appreciate them.  

Parental conflicts:  Two wonderful words can be used when your child wants to engage in an unending argument 

with you or chooses to defy your authority. They are ñneverthelessò and ñregardless.ò For example:  

Parent: John, please pick up your room and then feed the dog.  

Child: But Mom, Sarah never has to do any chores.  

Parent: Nevertheless, I want you to pick up your room and feed the dog.  

By using these simple argument deflectors you can avoid the confrontation and negotiation and keep the childôs focus 

on the issue. These deflectors can be used to avoid arguments in almost any situation. In resolving conflicts at home, 

especially those regarding how thoroughly your children have accomplished their chores, it helps to specify the task 

while being direct and to the point. In this way, there is no confusion. You will have the greatest success if you keep 

the statements short and direct, and you child will feel more successful upon completion. As always , don't forget to 

praise a job well done.  

Family meetings:  At least one night a week should be set aside for family meetings. These should be open forum in 

that everyone should have an opportunity to tell how they feel. A family meeting isnôt the time to punish or discipline 

but rather to listen to your children's feelings and concerns and to ask them to listen to yours. Only through open, 

honest communication can a family increase its positive relationships and grow together.  

Parenting is hard work. There  is no instruction manual for children when they are born. Therefore, we must try new 

things, hone our skills, learn from and support each other and give ourselves a break when we have rough days. It 

helps to have a positive attitude.  

Remember these two ph rases from Janet Lane and Henry Chester. Lane says, "Of all the things you wear, your 

expression is the most important.ò Chester says, "Enthusiasm is the greatest asset in the world. It beats money, 

power and influence.ò 

Trish Hatch, Ph.D., is assistant pr incipal, Moreno Valley High School in Moreno Valley, Calif.   
 

Ron Merrill  - School Counselor 



From the Stewardship & Advancement Office  
Giving is the highest expression of our power. Vivian Green  

Stewardship is a leap of faith, an exercise in letting go and trusting in God.  Our decision to move 
ÔÏ Á ÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅ ÏÆ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ȰÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÒÕÉÔÓȱ ÉÓ Á ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ 
but faith.  How will our life and the lives of those  around us be changed by our generosity? How 
will hearts be changed? And how will the hearts and lives of people we may never meet be 
transformed forever?  

 

Of One Heart Campaign Update 
 
Follow construction progress over the summer 
with the live webcam at the construction site: 
http://remote.nativitycatholicchurch.org:8585/view/index.shtml 

 

Your support by completing your 
pledge payments, or making a new 
donation, pledge is key to the 
completion of our new Youth Center. 
Please continue to pray for the 
success of the Of One Heart Campaign. 
       

Spring Gala 2010 Results 
 Nativity Catholic School would like to thank the many volunteers, patrons, sponsors and 
donors who generously contributed their time and talent to ensure our Spring Gala 2010 
experience was enjoyable and the event such a success. 
We are pleased to report the $75K that was planned in the school budget and $5,000 for 

the playground resurfacing project was raised. Stay tuned to the website to keep up with our progress. 
Please join us in congratulating the Gala Committee for their great work.  
 
 

Angelique Becky  
Ann Brazinski  
Michelle Chadwick  
Teresa Faiello  
Ernie Garateix  
 

 

Karla Gibson  
Lisa Ginaitt  
Melissa Goode 
Edie Lewis 
Amanda Magadan 
 

Susan Maley 
Lisa Montero  
+ÅÖÉÎ Ǫ *ÕÌÉÅ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 
Maryanne Ottolino  
Donna Rayburn  
 
 

Kathy Robinson  
Donna Rock   
Denise Smith 
Amy Stirna  
Michele Thibodeau  
Emma Thoni  

Summer Scrip Program 
We will continue to fill Scrip orders during the summer. ORDER SUNDAY BEFORE 6 PM for order pick up 

the same week. Please call 657-9787 if you have placed an order during the summer and need to pick -up your 
order.  Three east steps; 1. Log on to www.shopwithscrip.com  2. Sign up with enrollment code # A887D9E518926    
3. Order gift cards from your favorite store! Nativity Catholic School families are required to complete at least 4 
separate purchases during the school year:  

(1) $50 of cards ordered by the first day of school 2010,  
(2) $50 of cards ordered by 1 st trimester conference,  
(3) $50 of cards ordered by the end of National Catholic Schools week,  
(4) $50 of cards ordered by third trimester conferences.   

 

 

 

Thanks to the Booster Club for a true Fun Run/Walk. 
Msgr. Lara and Fr. Proulx 

http://remote.nativitycatholicchurch.org:8585/view/index.shtml
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


Fundraiser Results for 2009-2010 
 

Thank you for participating in our spirit programs for the 2009-2010 school year!  Below are the totals 
for each program, totaling close to $12, 000. Your support by participating adds to the operating 
budget of the school and continues to help keep tuition affordable for all families. 

 

Westfield Mall - $1,500 
The Cash 4 Class third place winner! 
 

Box Tops for Education- $1,173 

Nativity Catholic School will receive .10 cents for each box top collected. You can find 
Box Tops for Education coupons on the following products: Big G Cereals, Green Giant 

Products,Totinoôs Lloydôs Barbecue Products, Old El Paso Products, Gold Medal Flour, Yoplait Yogurt, Betty 
Crocker Products, Pillsbury Products and Progresso Products. Continue to collect Box Tops over the summer 

and turn them in when we return to school in August. 
 

Marcoôs Spirit Night - $2,011  

Every Tuesday from 2:30 to 8:00 PM during the school year Marcoôs will 

donate 20% of the sales back to our school. You can dine in, carry out or 

schedule for delivery. Thank you to our school families for your support. 

 
 
 
 

Family Spirit Nights ï $736 
Chick-fil-A of Valrico will donate 15 % of our sales 

back to Nativity Catholic School on the second 
Wednesday of each month during the school year 

when you dine in or take out on these days and turn in your slip. 

Target - $350 Every time you use your Target Visa or Target Guest Card® at a Target store or Target.com, 

Target donates an amount equal to 1% of Target Visa and Target Guest Card purchases to Nativity Catholic School. If 

you have a Target credit card or Target Visa card go to the Target.com website and designate Nativity Catholic School - 

ID # 4913 as your rebate recipient and weôll start receiving rebates on your purchases immediately.      
 

Nativity Scrip Program - www.shopwithscrip.com - $2,927 
Scrip is a term that means ñsubstitute moneyò.  When you purchase scrip, youôre purchasing negotiable gift 
certificates and gift cards that are used just like cash. Use the Scrip program to purchase everyday items such 
as food, clothing, and other essentials, and with every purchase, you earn $$ for our school. 

 

Ave Maria Spirit Night - $213 
Thanks to Julie and Kevin OôDonnell for generously giving back 20% of your purchases to Ave Maria to benefit all students at 

Nativity Catholic School. 
 

Recycling ð $268 your trash is the schoolõs cash! Please bring all empty inkjet and 

laser printer cartridges and cell phones to be recycled to earn money for the school.  

 

Thanks to all the volunteers who worked the  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CONCESSION FUNDRAISER  

at the Raymond James Stadium that raised $2 ,493.60 ! 

 

** Volunteer Coordinator positions are available for some fundraiser programs. Please Contact the Stewardship 

Office at 657 -9787 over the summer months if you are interested.  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx
http://www.target.com/gp/browse.html/ref=nav_2_t_logo/601-6448234-1779363?ie=UTF8&node=1038576
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


Media Center Celebrates Reading Counts! 
All students in grades first through fifth participate in the Reading Counts 
Program!  Students take a computer generated quiz on the books that 
ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒË ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÅÔ ÇÏÁÌȢ )ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÙÅÁÒ 
ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÅÄÉÁ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÙÅÁÒ ȰÍÏÖÉÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÅÁÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÙȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÒÅÁÔ 
participation in this valuable program. 
Summer is almost here ɀ and there is no better time to relax and enjoy a 
good book! This summer vacation, make reading a part of your day. Read 
the newspaper, a comic book, a science magazine, or a long, involved 
novel that takes you to a distant land or a distant planet.  
Remember: Reading Rocks! 

                                           Happy Reading!  Mrs. Winter  

 

Extended Day News 
 As our Eighth Graders prepare to step into their roles as High School students, we remember the 
tiny Early Childhood students who came into our lives more than ten years ago.  We marvel that they 
have grown into such fine young ladies and gentlemen filled with promise and blessed with the richness 
of their faith!  May God bless them and their families. 
 We now begin to prepare to welcome all of our new students into the Nativity 
Catholic School family.  We will enjoy our new playgrounds and the excitement of 
watching the Youth Center construction.   We are truly thankful for the blessings we 
receive from the Lord. 
 The Extended day staff wishes you a happy, peaceful and VERY restful summer 
break.   We look forward to seeing you all again in August. 
 

       Sports News 
Our sports seasons have ended for 
the 2009-10 school year.  We ended 
ÏÎ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÎÏÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ 'ÉÒÌÓȭ 
Softball team winning the league 
championship with an undefeated 
season 12-0. 
If your child (grades 5-8) is 
planning to try  out for a Nativity 
sports team, he/she must have a 
sports physical form on file in the 
PE office before trying out.  The 
form may be found on the website 
in the Sports section.  All three 
pages of the physical form must be 
filled out and the form needs to be 
notarized.  No other forms will be accepted.  The physical must be done after the 2009 -10 school 
year finishes.   'ÉÒÌÓȭ ÖÏÌÌÅÙÂÁÌÌ ɉÇÒÁÄÅÓ υ-8) and co-ed soccer (grades 6-8) will have tryouts shortly after 
school begins in August.  If possible, it would be a good idea to have the physical done over the summer 
break. Have a great summer!!! 
Coach Lundy and Coach Callaghan 



Ar t  w it h  Mr s . Pl esko  
                                  

Dear Art Students, 
 

Please take time out for yourself and draw during the summer.  What should you draw?  
Look through your portfolio of all the work you have created this past school year and you 
will get inspired.  
 

Just to give you a few ideas:  
 

Kindergarten:  Get any kind of paper and trace objects that you find that will fit on the 
paper.  Make a collection of the papers and place them in a folder.   
 

 Grade 1: You are great at building constructions. Try getting several rolls of paper towels 
or toilet tissue rolls that are still packaged and build a tower. Remember to start with a 
strong foundation. You may also use blocks and toys of your choice. 
 

Grade 2:  Using tracing paper and regular pencil, trace pictures from your favorite book or 
comic strip. Keep your collection in a folder. Color the tracing paper with color pencils. 
 

Grade 3:  Using the horse drawing from class, or any other picture of a horse, trace it and 
transfer it on to a drawing paper.   
 

Grade 4:  
#ÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÏÂÓÔÁÃÌÅÓ ÔÏ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÅ ȣÓÅÅ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ clean your room in 30 
ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓȣÓÅÔ Á ÔÉÍÅÒȢ  (Ï× ÌÏÎÇ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÉÔ ÔÁËÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÒÕÎ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÈÏÕÓÅȣÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÂÒÅÁË Á ÔÉÍÅ ÒÅÃÏÒÄȢ +ÅÅÐ Á ÃÈÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓȢ 
 

Grade 5: Use tracing paper and pencil, trace over different features from a magazine and 
create your own cartoon character.   Keep your collection in a folder. 
 

Grade 6: Using tracing paper and pencil, trace over different features found in a magazine 
which has faces and start drawing your character in different poises. Start writing a profile 
of your character in a short story.  Keep your work in a folder; you may be a writer of a 
comic strip some day. 
 

Grades 7& 8: Visit your local library and find nature study magazines that you can check 
out and use as subjects to draw from. Remember to draw from actual photographs.  Keep 
your artwork in a portfolio for future references for a later painting. 
 

God Bless NCS Art Students! 
 
Enjoy the creativity God has given you and enjoy your summer, 
 
Mrs. Plesko 
NCS Art Teacher 
 



First Grade Springfest 
 

First Grade enjoyed our annual Springfest celebration.  The students went outside for 

refreshments and games.  All parents were welcomed and helped to make this a special 

time for the First Graders.  

In Maryõs honor we said a decade of the Rosary daily.  The students also participated in 

the Rosary at church.  They spent time becoming familiar with the Glorious Mysteries.   

The First Graders spent time with their Eighth Grade Prayer Partners and will miss 

them as they move onto High School.  

 

Second Grade Butterfly Garden  
The second grade classes 

spent a lovely April morning 

digging, weeding, hoeing, 

and replanting our lovely 

butterfly garden.  The 

garden is located outside 

the Development Office, 

behind the glass window.  

There is a beautiful statue 

of St. Francis located in 

the garden.  We recently 

watched five Painted Lady 

butterflies hatch and will 

be releasing them in the 

garden soon. 

 



Third Grade News 
     The Marvelous and Magnificent 3 rd  

Graders have been reading the classic 

novel òCharlotteõs Webó by E.B. White.  

Students have worked on various lessons 

that pertain to the novel, such as 

character traits, story settings, comparing 

and contrasting, and problem solving.   

Third graders have even created a mini 

òCharlotteõs Webó book by summarizing and 

illustrating each chapter.  

     The third graders will be holding their 

very own òCounty Fairó in the courtyard.  Each student is creating a three dimensional 

pig to be judged at the fair.   They will also bring in any type of collection to display.   

Students will be participating in fair games and eating fair food.   It is sure to be a òleg 

slappinó good time! 
 

 

Summer is a Great Time for Growing Stronger! 
Fresh air, lots of rest, and physical activity are tremendous ways to grow your body and keep it healthy during 

summer vacation.  

While youôre stretching all those muscles, remember to stretch your brain, as well!  Take your thinking in new 

directions by starting a new hobby, reading some great books, and challenging your mind through problem-

solving and puzzle activities. 

This year, Nativity Catholic School has provided problem-solving books for every child in grades 2 though 7 to 

complete over the summer.  These books are not just about math computation; they are about figuring out 

different ways to solve problems.  The workbook looks small, but donôt be fooledðsome of the problems can 

be tricky and youôll want to really think them through.  

Challenge mom or dad to do them with you and see if they 

come up with different ways to solve problems than you 

do.  You may even surprise them with how clever you are! 

Have a great summer and remember to BRING YOUR COMPLETED PROBLEM SOLVING BOOK TO 

SCHOOL WITH YOU IN AUGUST.   We look forward to seeing how you handled all the brain-buster 

problems! 
 
Marie Clark 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction  
 

NJHS News  

The National Junior Honor Society  members held a bake sale May 25 -27 th  to 

raise money for the Of One Heart Campaign. They voted to donate  the money in 

memory of Mrs. Mu sella. With all of their hard work, the NJHS members were able to collect almost 

$500.00! Because of this large amount, a brick  donated by the NJHS class of 2009 -2011 will be laid in 

Mrs. Musellaõs honor. Anyone who comes int o the new Gym and Youth Center will be able to see the 

memorial and know what a special teacher Mrs. Mus ella was.  



Seventh/Eighth News  
The eighth grade graduation was the culmination of years of study here at 

Nativity. We celebrated the unique gifts of each graduate at the brunch and 

thanked God for so many blessings at our graduation  liturgy. We pray that 

Nativityõs class of 2010 will continue to journey with Jesus as they embark on 

their new adventure -  High School!  

Our seventh grade students  had a wonderful retreat on leadership  

to prepare them for the important role they now assume as the oldest 

students on our campus. A number of students witnessed to their piers the importance of their 

faith in their personal lives.  The retreat was led by the parish youth director, Justin Lan tz . 

Justin  also encouraged the students to attend Life Force this summer. We hope many students 

will take advantage of this opportunity to visit with friends while strengthening their faith.   

Everyone on the Varsity Level wishes all of our families a safe,  restful summer. God bless 

and remember Mass is the most important thing you can do to start every  week this summer ! 

 

Sixth Grade 
The sixth graders had a wonderful trip to Busch Gardens this year. 
In addition to witnessing unique animal behaviors (donôt ask about 
the chimpanzees), learning about animal science in the field, and 
hands on experiences, we also solved mysteries. Deploying our 
critical thinking skills, we were able to apprehend the culprits in two 
crimes. After matching-up paw prints, hair samples, and teeth 
marks, our sixth graders were able to put an end to this crime 
spree! 

 

  News from the Whole New World: The Resource Center   

It has been a terrific first year in our redesigned Resource Center.  We are thankful for the numerous blessings 
that God has showered upon us in the way our whole new world has grown this year.   As we look to the 2010 -2011 
school year, we will be excited to unveil the  services that will be provided by The Success Center, our new name 
under which we will operate.   We will still enjoy time working with students both in their classrooms and in ours, 
but look to tailor the support we give to ensure everyone is receiving t he amount necessary for their success.  
7ÅȭÌÌ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÒÅÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÒÉÆÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÕÒ 4ÉÔÌÅ ) ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȟ -ÒÓȢ "ÁÇÇÓ ÁÎÄ -ÒȢ 0Ï×ÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ 
Hillsborough County speech therapist, Ms. Schabacker.  We will also be excited to facilitate parent -educat ion 
nights so that you can understand how to replicate at home the educational practices we are instilling in your 
child, as well as broaden our ADD/ADHD Caregivers support group to one that welcomes caregivers of children 
with any type of disability.  
)ȭÍ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÐ ) ×ÒÏÔÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÁÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȡ 
Educating at Home Tip: reading to  your children ɀ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÏÏ ÏÌÄȦ  $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ 
enjoy the more relaxed pace of reading to your child.  As it was once desc ribed to us reading aloud is analogous to 
ÇÉÖÉÎÇ Á ȰÖÅÒÂÁÌ ÂÁÃËÒÕÂȱȢ  )ÔȭÓ Á ÓÏÏÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÂÏÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ Á ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ  &ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÉÂÌÅȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏÐÉÃȟ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ The Read-Aloud Handbook  by Jim Trelease.    
Enjoy both the excitement and peace that summer brings.  Read and laugh with your child often, and remember 
ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÏÆÔÅÎȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔȦ 
God bless, 
 

Mrs. Stacey Mulrenin   (resourcedirector@nativitycatholicschool.org) 

Mrs. Patti LetoBarone   (resource2@nativitycatholicschool.org) 

http://lifeforceyouth.com/pages
mailto:resourcedirector@nativitycatholicschool.org
mailto:resource2@nativitycatholicschool.org


 

 
School is out for summer!  

But, it is important to keep up your Tech Skills!  
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ Ȱ,ÉÎËÓȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ www.nativitycatholicschool.org  Also, please enjoy some 

of my favorite websites  during your summer vacation:  
 

Make your own planet and solar system:  
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/fun/index.htm  

 

Phonics, stories, and make a word:  
http://teacher.scholastic.com/ clifford1/  

 

Great Educational Games: 
http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/#2  

 

Concentration, patterns, and rhyming:  
http://www .scholastic.com/littlescholastic/games.htm  

 

Phonics and letter sound awareness:  
http://www.starfall.com/  

 

Keyboarding practice:  
http://www.freetypingg ame.net/free -typing -lesson.asp - 

and 
http://www.freetypinggame.net/play.asp  

 

7ÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÆÏÒ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȦ 
I would like to thank you for entrusting me to be a part of your ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ    ) ÆÅÅÌ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ 

have had the opportunity to work with your children this year!  
 

Have a safe and blessed summer! 
Love, Mrs. Pam Ravins 

 

SEE YOU LATER ALLIGATORS!  

 FROM EC4 
Weõve had a "chomping" good time with our "Alligator Countdown" Unit.   The children 

have made lots of alligator crafts and even  learned some new poems and songs!  Ask your child to say and 

sing them for you!  We even finger painted an alligator and gave him òbumpy skinó. Ask your child to tell 

you what we added to our paint to give it an alligator texture.   
 

Our "See You Later Alligator"  pizza party was a hit!   We hope you enjoy looking through your EC4 

Memory Book for years to come. Once again we would like to thank AL L the parents who helped us with 

our fun activities!   We could not have  done it without all your help. You are all very much appreciated!!!  

Itõs hard to believe òouró children are ready to move on to kindergarten.  It seems like only yesterday 

that we kick ed off the school year with our EC4 Beach Blast!    
 

Mrs. Garateix, Mrs. Coglianese, Mrs. Pantelis, and Mrs. Reifschneider wish you all a blessed and safe 

summer vacation.  We look forward to seeing you next year. Make sure you and your children stop by th e 

classroom to say hello at Open House.  We will not say ògoodbyeó, we will just say, òSee you later, 

alligator!ó 
 

Have a wonderful summer  & God Bless you! 

http://www.nativitycatholicschool.org/
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/fun/index.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/
http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/#2
http://www.scholastic.com/littlescholastic/games.htm
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.freetypinggame.net/free-typing-lesson.asp
http://www.freetypinggame.net/play.asp


                                                           Fourth Grade  

 

This past month has Fourth Grade has been enjoying the book Because of 

Winn Dixie.  We read it together as a class and learned about such wonderful 

characters as Opal, Otis, the Preacher, and of course, Winn Dixie.  The students 

read about the trials and tribulations of our characters in this book.  As fourth 

grade finished the book, we decided to celebrate with a party just like they had in 

the book.  We made beautiful bottles using tissue paper and a plastic water bottle, 

which when we glued the tissue paper on the bottle, allowed the sun to shine 

through it illuminating our courtyard into multiple colors.  We also used the Tech 

Lab to type up the hopes and dreams of the future for ourselves.  We then hung 

these bottles in the tress of the courtyard for decoration (this related to something 

one of the characters did in the book) it looked absolutely beautiful.  We has had a 

cookie exchange, ñdump punchò (which was also in our story), and a special 

ñBecause of Winn Dixieò game.  It was a fun ï filled and event we all enjoyed! 

In religion, we are finishing up our lesson on the Ten Commandments.  We have gone through each 

Commandment and have learned examples of what to do and not do and how we can best live the 

Commandments.  We also are continuing our talks on Stewardship.  During our ñBecause of Winn Dixieò party, 

the students brought in dog food, toys, and even beds to be donate to the Humane Society.  We also took many 

of our cookies from the cookie exchange and donated them to the homeless.  Fourth grade has really come to 

understand the spirit of Stewardship and are constantly giving their time, talent, and treasure both in the 

classroom with their friends and outside the classroom in our community.  It is really a joy and blessings 

watching our students giving so willingly and joyfully!   

 

 
I hope all of the Middle School Students are enjoying their summer and hoping you are practicing Spanish! 
I am looking forward to seeing you in August so that we can continue our journey through the Spanish 
speaking world. 
Sixth graders - Our first chapters are all about the house, the things that are essential to a house, and using the 
ǾŜǊō άŜǎǘŀǊέ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻΣ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ 
see! J 
Seventh graders - I am looking forward to seeing you everyday next school year for Spanish class. We will 
begin with a review of basic conversational Spanish (i.e. how to greet each other, talk about where you are 
from, how old you are, what do you like ς ȅŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΥ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊō άƎǳǎǘŀǊέΣ ŜǘŎΦύΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ 
άǘǊŀǾŜƭέ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘΧaŜȄƛŎƻΗ 
Eighth graders - I was so happy to be able to get a head start on our 
8th grade book prior to the end of the school year (when you were in 
7th). As you already know, we will begin our journey here in your own 
world in the United States talking about the Hispanic communities 
ƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊō άǎŜǊέ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
as well as using adjectives to describe people and what they wear. 
One more thingΧ 
We will have our 5th Annual Celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month 
from September 15 through October 15. Come back with ideas to 
share of how we can celebrate this great month! 

 

¡Nos vemos en agosto! ¡Hasta luego!   

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://howtoteachanovel.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/because-of-winn-dixie.jpg&imgrefurl=http://howtoteachanovel.wordpress.com/2009/05/21/teaching-novels-thematically/&h=475&w=365&sz=48&tbnid=gwsHN8IPTSsKGM:&tbnh=256&tbnw=197&prev=/images?q=because+of+winn+dixie+images&hl=en&usg=__klThPp2RtDFD-bYYZ44DTK86jlI=&sa=X&ei=5AUJTKfhOoP8NdCP9bUE&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA


Life in EC3  
EC3 learned about Primary and Secondary colors.  We had great fun as we 

dropped food coloring in our glass containers and displayed the primary colors.  

We then took the primary colors and mixed them together to create our 

secondary colors.  The children w orked at their  tables mixing paints to create 

their rainbow.  They will tell you that the colors of the rainbow are: 

ROYGBPéred, orange, yellow, green, blue and purple and at the end of the 

rainbow could be a pot of gold!  

 

Our pot of gold is our 8 th  grade prayer partners.  We ended 

our year by celebrating with them.  The celebration was 

filled with much laughter as we shared brownies, 

strawberries , and whip cream while we watched the video 

highlighting all our times together.  We then said our 

goodbyes to our 8 th  graders with tears and hugs; a me mory 

that shall be life lasting!  

 

5
th

 Grade Gets Ready for Middle School and the 6
th

 Grade! 

 We are so proud of our 5th grade students.  They accomplished much this year, and are ready to 
tackle middle school as 6th grade students!  As we finished the year in science class, each student created 
a planetary model to demonstrate an understanding of space.  We are also ready to move into the 
mathematics lessons that are a foundation for the Pre-Algebra curriculum.  Religion is the cornerstone of 
everything we do and providing a ministry to an integral part 
of each class at Nativity.  In 5th grade our ministry is service for 
the safety of our students. 
 Our 5th grade students performed this ministry as safety 
patrols.  As the school year wrapped up, we celebrated with a 
water slide bouncy castle and some fun and games on our field.  
4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ τth grade students to take over 
the responsibility of serving as safety patrols.  For part of this 
training, each 5th grade student created a brochure in tech class 
explaining the rules and responsibilities of the members of the 
Safety Patrol. The students enjoyed the creativity of using 
Publisher to create these helpful brochures.  
 

Kindergarten 
May is the month of Royal Coronations in Kindergarten. After many weeks of 

practice and preparation, the children processed down the red carpet and were 

crowned Kings and Queens of First Grade. Dressed in their royal finery, these 

Lords and Ladies performed a special song and a First Grade chant, delighting 

the royal assembly. A magnificent feast was enjoyed by all. The children 

especially enjoyed the Dungeon Drumettes and the Sword in the Stone 

Nuggets! The Reigning Kindergarten Royalty, Queens Burleson, Haslam, and 

Griffin, watched on with pride as their young charges assumed the title of First 

Graders. It was a sweet and humbling reminder to all that in order to enter the 

Kingdom of God, we must all be more child-like. For the next few months, the 

Queens of Kindergarten will be at their summer castles enjoying some Royal 

Rest and Relaxation.  

We will return in August refreshed and eager to meet our new students! 

Summer blessings to you all, The Kindergarten Team 


