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Nativity Catholic School recognizes each student as a unique child of God, and provides a 
learning environment that develops each studentôs spiritual,  

intellectual, social, physical and emotional gifts. 
 

PHONE (813) 689-3395                http://www.nativitycatholicschool.org                     FAX: (813) 681-5406 

 

 Dear Parents, 
 

I would like to personally thank all of the families who contributed to the LaVictoria Shoe Box 

collection.  We far surpassed our goal of 750 gift boxes.  At last count we had exceeded 1,000 

gifts for the children of La Victoria!  Through your modeled generosity you teach your children 

that they have the power to make a difference in the lives of others. 
 

As you may have noticed on our Master Schedule posted in August on our school website, the 

weeks set aside for ITBS for the 2011-12 school year are in the spring rather than in fall this 

year. The Province of Florida, of which the Diocese of St. Petersburg is a part, made this testing 

schedule change during the last school year. The only students who will take ITBS in October 

this year will be the eighth grade students, as ITBS scores are part of the paperwork needed 

when these students apply to area high schools in January 2012. More detailed information 

regarding the new ITBS will be forthcoming in the future. 
 

Our faculty and students have gotten off to a tremendous start in the new school year; the 

enthusiasm on campus is delightful to see! Already they are preparing for the required First 

Trimester Conferences which will be held on Friday, October 7 & Monday, October 10.  You 

give your child the gift of time and example when you support his/her efforts to identify 

personal areas of strength and also to create an action plan for areas for future growth. 
 

Itôs hard to believe that Novemberfest is just around the corner.  Please remember to reserve 

Wednesday, November 9th on your calendar now; this is the date for our annual Family Day 

this year.  We look forward to seeing all of our school families at Novemberfest from 12:00 

Noon to 3:00 PM on this special day reserved just for you and your children. 
 

We thank you for the amazing privilege of working with you for the holistic development of the 

children God entrusts to our care.  May the peace of Christ be with you and your family 

throughout the fall. 

 

      
Bernadette Kunnen, Ed. D.  

Principal 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Please visit your childôs homeroom Edline page routinely.  
Youôll find lots of great information weekly! Look for the new 
family directory now available online.  
 

 

 
 

Munchkins with Mom  
 
The 10th annual òMunchkins with Momó event is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 27th at 7:00 a.m. in Social Hall òA & Bó.  All Moms 
are invited to bring their children to school and stop into the social 
hall for donuts, juice, and coffee.  Dads are encouraged to volunteer 
to serve refreshments to our mom's & students this special morning.    
 

 
 

Re-Enrollment for th e 2012-2013 School Year 
Re-Enrollment Forms will be sent home with your oldest child on November 18, 2011 

along with report cards.      Look for a large white envelope!  

  

To reserve your childôs seat for the 2012-2013 school year complete your  

re-enrollment form, attach the $175.00 re-enrollment fee, and turn everything in to 

the school office no later than December 1, 2011.  
 

 

From the Enrollment Desk 
We would like to welcome our New Families to Nativity Catholic School!  Our Administrative Staff 

enjoyed getting to know some of you and your children during our ñWelcome Receptionò the first 

week of school.   Moving to a new school and community may seem overwhelming at times so our 

Faculty has assigned a ñbuddyò to each new student to allow for a smooth transition into our school.   

Please know we are here to answer your questions and address any concerns you may have 

throughout the school year. 

Hopefully all our Nativity families enjoyed a restful and blessed summer with some quality family 

time.  We look forward to an exciting, successful, and blessed school year 

For enrollment information please contact Mrs. Karen Heitzmann, Director of Enrollment                   

813-689-3395 ext. 2256 or enrollment@nativitycatholicschool.org 

 

 

mailto:enrollment@nativitycatholicschool.org


Mrs. Alonso 

Director of School Affairs 
 

Ticket, please! 

If you want to limit your childôs TV time, try this idea.  Every week, give 
your child seven slips of paper.  Each is good for an hour of television.  Remind 

your child to plan ahead.  For example, if your child wants to watch a two-hour 

movie on Saturday, they need to save an extra ticket during the week. 
 

Be there! 

Regular attendance in elementary school sets up a good pattern for your childôs 
entire school career.  Show him/her that school comes first by trying to keep days 

off for illnesses and family emergencies.  Also, schedule routine doctor and dentist 

appointments for after school or over school breaks. 
 

Better concentration! 

Looking for a fun way to improve your childôs concentration?  Try this quick game.  
The first player makes one motion, like clapping or spinning around.  The second 

person copies him and adds another movement.  Continue adding new motions until 

someone forgets the sequence.  The last player to get it right starts a new game. 
 

Worth quoting!  

ñLife doesnôt require that we be the best, only that we try our best.ò 
H. Jackson Brown Jr. 

 
 

 

Center News  

We are happy to report that our program has been in its regular 

operation since the middle of September, with Mrs. Mulrenin and 

Mrs. LetoBaroneõs schedules filled with sessions.  Mrs. Mulrenin is especially delighted 

to be co -facilitating learning groups in 1 st  and 2nd grade for the 2 nd year with the 

fabulous teachers from those grades.  Speech/language therapy services are being 

delivered by our new therapist from Beth Ingram Therapy Services , Mrs. Merilee Paga, 

and the Title I program is also up and running, serving eligible students in 1 st -4 th  grades 

with the exciting prospect of also serving 5 th -8 th  grades in the very near future.  Thank 

you for  remembering our students in your prayers as th ey work to find success with our 

support.  

 



 

 

 

                  Media Center Bookmark Contest 
        

 

     The Media Center is holding a bookmark contest to help commemorate the schoolôs 50th 

anniversary! The contest is open to all students and entrance forms are available in the 

Media Center. The contest runs through Friday, September 23rd, and the winning 

bookmark will be copied and given out to all students checking out a book. Various prizes 

will also be given to the creator of the winning NCS bookmark. 

        

 

Extended Day Care 
 

The Extended Day students are already enjoying a 

variety of activities and events.  We prayed 

together at mass as we celebrated the 50
th
 

Anniversary of Nativity Catholic School.  We 

rocked at the Hispanic Flamenco Ballet and 

danced at the Sock Hop.  We are cheering for our 
Girlsô Volleyball teams and practicing stewardship 

by volunteering to help in classrooms after school.  

Karate classes and the Chess Club are off to a great 
start.  Everyone is enjoying the blessings of playing in the Gym and looking 

forward to the completion of our new playground. 

Our Early Childhood students are adjusting to their new routines and enjoying the 
many activities and crafts that enrich their curriculum.  They are making new 

friends and learning that sharing really is 

more fun. 
Our Afterschool students are also 

enjoying the many extracurricular 

activities available to them.  
Homework is, of course, a priority and 

all students are encouraged to complete 

their written assignments. 
We wish all of our students and their 

families a faith filled, successful, and 

enjoyable school year.  



Life in EC3  

 EC3 toured the school while chasing the Gingerbread Man.  We followed his clues to the 

school office  and met Mrs. Zeno , onward to our principalõs office to meet Dr. Kunnen, down the 

hall to  Nurse  Pescatoreõs office, up the stairs to the 

Media Center to tak e a tour  with Mrs. Winter and 

around the corner to the Tech Lab to meet  Mrs. 

Ravins (she showed us a Gingerbread movie on the big 

Smart Board  . . .Wow!  Our clue then led us to the 

school gym where we met with our PE coaches, Coach 

Callaghan and Coach Lundy, and finally back to our 

classroom where we found that wonderful 

Gingerbread Man cookie and gobbled him up.  He was 

simply delicious!  We then created our very own 

Gingerbread hats to show all the places and people 

that we visited.   

In Science, we are studying the life cycle of 

a frog.  We created frog coloring books and are 

working on sequencing cards.  Our classroom 

aquarium is filled with fish and we are praying for 

tadpoles.   

 

 

     We ended the month of 

September with the collection of La 

Victor ia shoe boxes.  We worked 

together to collect various supplies 

and then filled our class boxes for 

those children in need.  We felt so 

happy to be a part of this ministry.  

 
 

 

 



EC4 Gives Back!  
Thank you to all our EC4 families for your support of our Booster Club Spirit Contest!  We were 

so excited to hear that our class had 100% participation and that we would be treated to an ice 

cream party!  We were also thrilled to learn that our classes wo uld also receive one hundred 

dollars to use for classroom materials!  As soon as we heard the good news on our morning 

announcements, we had an EC4 òfamily meetingó to decide how we wanted to spend our 

classroom funds. Before talking about what we wanted f or our classroom, we discussed all of 

the blessings we had already received: our wonderful school, our new gymnasium, our new 

playground surface, our computers, our games and toys, our school supplies, enough food to eat, 

nice clothes to wear, shoes for ou r feet, a home to live in, a bed to sleep in and people who love 

and care for us.  Since we have been so abundantly blessed and we have more than we really 

need, we decided to share part of Booster Club money with the children of La Victoria. With 

the help  of our EC4 families and our Booster Club money, we were able to put together several 

EC4 community shoeboxes.  Through this wonderful Christmas Shoebox stewardship project we 

learned that it really is better to give than receive and that together, we can do great things!   
 

 

 

 

 

 



Kindergarten News  
òSwinging through the Rainforestó is how 

Kindergarten started their year! We learned 

about the rainforest habitat and made many of 

the animals that live there. We even learned a 

song about the layers of the  rainforest.  

 

 

 

 

Our Religion lessons have been centered on  a our 

spiritual theme for the year. Each K class has 

their own òPray Without Ceasingó necklace. We 

pass it from friend to friend as we observe one 

another òThinking like Jesus, Speaking like Jesu s, 

or Acting like Jesusó.  How special it is to witness the children seeing Him in one another! 

Also, we observed Mother Maryõs birthday. We 

honored her with song and prayers. We placed 

our special statue of Mary in her place of honor 

in our classrooms  

 

The Kindergarten children have been busy 

learning in Reading Groups. We have been 

introduced to two new friends who will help us 

read. First we met òEagle Eye.ó This smart bird 

told us that ògood readers look at the picturesó. 

Next, we met òLips the Fish. ó This clever little fish reminds us that ògood readers get their lips 

ready to make the sound of the letters they see. We cannot wait to meet the rest of our 

reading friends!  
 

Fall will soon be here and Kindergarten has lots of learning adventures planned f or October and 

November. October will find us celebrating the Feast of St. Francis with our very special 

stuffed animal friends. Also, we will be sailing with Christopher Columbus as we make our edible 

sailing ships! October ends with our Kindergarten Fall  Festival. Special themed centers will be 

set up in the K classrooms. With the help of our wonderful Parent Volunteers we will be going 

òbattyó! 

 

November is a time for thanks and remembrance. All Saints Day will be spent honoring those 

òordinary people who led extraordinary livesó! With thankful hearts we will celebrate a special 

Feast of Thanksgiving during lunch one day. In addition, the three Kindergarten òtribesó will join 

together for a wonderful PowWow complete with horse races and painted faces.  

 

Mrs. Griffin  

Mrs Haslam 

Mrs. Pierce  



First Grade News  
First graders are having an awesome year!  Everyone is doing a fantastic job 

learning new routines and making new friends.   We had a delightful time 

celebrating our Blessed Motherõs Birthday.  We read the Annunciation story from 

our Beginner Bible and we placed 

flowers near Maryõs statue. While 

at Maryõs statue, we sang òHappy 

Birthdayó to Mother Mary and 

prayed the Hail Mary prayer.    

Our first graders have been busy 

bees trying to help others in need.   

We have been organizing and 

packing many shoeboxes for La 

Victoria. Thank you all for your 

generosity.   

Stay tuned for more exciting news from First Gradeé 

 
 

Second Grade Celebrates St. Francis  
  

The second grade students 

celebrate St. Francisõ birthday on 

October 4 th  each year with a 

tribute to their pets.  They make 

picture frames decorated with 

animal stickers to display pictures 

of their own pets.  St. Francis had 

a special bond with all of Godõs 

creatures and there are many 

stories about 

thi s that we are 

learning about.  

Nativity Church also has a special day for parishioners to bring 

their pets to church for a special blessing.  Happy St. Francis Day!   
 

 
 
 



 

Third Grade 
 

Third graders are having a Marvelous and 

Magnificent year!  Everyone is doing a 

great job òlearning the ropesó to the world 

upstairs and adjusting to our new routine 

and schedule. Students have begun learning 

multiplication and cursive handwriting.   

Third  graders have written descriptive 

paragraphs using sensory words in our very 

first writing workshop.  In science, 

students have discovered many interesting 

facts about plants.  They even compared, 

contrasted, and sorted plants by various characteristics . Social Studies has brought life 

in communities to the mind of each child.  We have kicked off Spanish Heritage Month 

with reading the story, òAnthony Reynoso: Born to Ropeó.  We watched how Mexican 

blankets were made, and we painted our very own Mexican bla nkets in class.  We also 

viewed a Mexican Hat Dance and finished off the lesson with creating our own 

sombreros.  Our month of September will end with a òM&M Extravaganzaó party for 

winning first place in the Booster Club Membership Drive.  Third graders a re truly 

having a Marvelous and Magnificent year!   

 
 

Fourth Grade 
 

Fourth Graders have decorated a bulletin board 

outside of their classrooms with puzzle pieces.  

The banner posted on the bulletin board states 

ñOur class fits togetherò.  Each puzzle piece 

has a studentôs name from fourth grade listed 

on it.  We will be adding items to our shared 

bulletin board as the year progresses.  

 

We start the autumn season with our Johnny 

Appleseed Celebration in September.  We will 

build an apple tree, discuss the fruits of the 

Holy Spirit in religion, and discuss the legend 

of Johnny Appleseed in Social Studies.  October finds us decorating visors for the pep rally as 

the excitement builds for Novemberfest.  The students will put to use their creative writing 

skills to describe pumpkins they have decorated.  We will share stories about pumpkin people, 

pumpkin animals, pumpkin superheroes and other surprise pumpkin stories. 
 



Fifth Grade 
 

The 5
th
 grade students celebrated their induction 

into the Safety Patrols with a Mass on 

Wednesday September 21, 2011.  After reciting 

the Safety Patrol pledge, Father Proulx bestowed 

a blessing on the students, praising them for their 

work and dedication.  Afterwards the 5
th
 grade 

students celebrated with donuts and water.  After 

working hard all year, they will earn a bigger 

celebration to be held in May. 

 
 

 

Sixth Grade 
   After figuring out how to open their lockers, sixth grade began the 

year firing up their creative juices.  To make a connection to our 

Literature story, The Sound of Summer Running, Students worked in 

cooperative learning groups to design a sneaker that suited a particular 

sport and created commercials using various forms of technology to 

advertise their shoe. Their commercials were amazing! We may have 

some future advertising executives in this sixth grade class. 

   In Social Studies, students are traveling through the Middle East 

region exploring the beginnings of civilization as they create a 

passport full of information about the countries in this 

region that they ñvisit.ò    

   Sixth grade also had a wonderful experience as they 

participated in their first Sixth Grade retreat of the year.  

Our theme was ñIn all circumstances, give thanks.ò  

Students sang songs of worship, shared in discussion 

groups, reflected on what they were thankful for and wrote 

gratitude cards, and lastly attended Adoration where we 

ended our day in prayer and worship!  We had an amazing 

day! 

 


