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Rising 8 Graders

2019-2020 RECOMMENDED SUMMER LEARNING
To continue skill-building during the summer, below are the recommended activities for your child, tailored to grade level.
Language Arts:
REQUIRED: Rocket Boys by Homer H. Hickam, Jr., a true story based on a high school student in rural West
Virginia in 1957, who seemed destined to repeat his father’s harsh life in the coal mines until he turned his attention
to the skies. At odds with his father, determined to better himself, and inspired by the dawn of the space age, he
embarks on a mission that changes his life forever. With the help of his friends, Homer wins first prize in a national
science fair and learns he can do anything he sets his mind to doing. In his quest, Homer also is aided by a
supportive teacher. Through his determination, he eventually gains the respect of the whole community and his
father (Interdisciplinary Unit by Kris Anderson).
NOTE: Students are required to read Chapters 1-6 before the start of school. Choose three-five unfamiliar words,
write the definition, and create a sentence using the word in context. This assignment will be included with a list of
tasks upon return to school. Also, students will write two summaries/reflections – one for Chapters 1-3 and another
for Chapters 4-6 and will be shared in groups.
Connection: Science Fair
REQUIRED: The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, a story of peer pressure, rebellion, and identity which centers on two rival
groups of teens, the lower-class “outsider” Greasers and the more well-heeled, popular Socs (short for “Socials”). The
indelible characters and compelling story have consistently hooked middle school students since the book was first
published in 1967. The theme of tolerance of others will be connected to Religion lessons and bullying discussions.
Students will discuss positive ways to address personal and social challenges of today. Students need to bring purchased
copy or library copy later in the year (reminder will be sent). Response activities will be assigned in class.
Suggested Additional Book (not required) - Connection to Religion: Human Dignity
Petey by Ben Mikaelsen … The story is based on the real-life man, Petey Corbin, who was born with Cerebral Palsy. It will
serve as an added “tie-in” to the themes of Overcoming Adversity and Tolerance of Others (The Outsiders).
We will also be participating in the Sunshine State Young Readers Program (see attached book list) next school year as
we continue to prepare and inspire our students academically. The purpose of the SSYRA Program is to encourage
students to read independently for pleasure and to read books that are on, above, and below their reading level in order
to improve their reading fluency. We are including the list of 6th-8th books for your reference so that students can begin
reading them over the summer. We will have a classroom copy of each book available next school year for students to
check out within their classrooms, but we highly recommend picking a book or two off the list after students have
completed their required reading over the summer. The titles are available at local public libraries as well as online or in
bookstores. You can find our more at: https://www.floridamediaed.org/ssyra.html.
Math:

KHAN ACADEMY: https://www.khanacademy.org/
Khan Academy is a great free resource where you can help your child explore math concepts such as addition/subtraction,
multiplication/division, fractions, measurement & data, geometry and place value. When you visit the website, be sure to
choose “8th Grade” under the Math by Grade menu to find these learning activities. Your child can also explore Pre-

Algebra Concepts by choosing “Algebra” under the Math by Subject menu. If you feel your child is in need of support of
strengthening their understanding of 7th grade concepts, try visiting the “7th Grade” section first.

All Subjects:

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/signin
This summer, students can begin to explore a resource that we will be using in the classroom next school year. Discovery
Education’s Streaming Plus platform ignites learning with a premiere collection of curated K–12 content, matched with
research-based instructional strategies.
Username: 8.NCSstudent
Password: #Nativity1

